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" Kothemoſiz highe: vertuous / 
and mooſte te bighe moſe vrtrous 
quene Mary dowager of France /daughs - . 
ttr and ſyſter vnto the mooſte victozts. : 
ous kynges of Englande aud 
ol France / our humble 
ozatout Thomag 
Papnel pꝛap⸗ 
eth good 
helthe and pꝛolperite. 


N Htyme paſte pꝛinceſle 
SW molt excellent / religion was 
8 8 — nat onely a thynge highlye 


. they = 
lo 1 be ſuche as can nat be contente to 
ue ſtraptelp and hardly them ſelfe / fozſo they 
repute a religious and a good lyfe / 02 elles they 
be ſuche as be ſlyden and fallen a ſyde from the 
right beleue. But pet there is none be he neuer 
fo delycately gyuen to plealure / 02 \warued ſo 
karre wyde from the true beleue-that can ſomas 
hciouſipe blame oꝛ barke agaynſt religion: but 
that he ſhall fpnde an hũdzed agayne / that were 
nat onely vertuous and perfecte good men / but 
- 228 excelletly * me e whichedo highly 
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cloquent ozations aud piſtils they crhozte and 
ſerethe douite delycace felowes of the woude / 
that beignozante/whataſwete/what a quiete/ 
and what a holy ly le is ledde in religion /to come 
there vnto. Than who is he that wolde beleue 
one 02 two franticke fooles / tather than a thou⸗ 
ſande ok wiſe /ſadde / ſobze / pʒudent / and perfecte 
good lyuers? haue thoughte many tymes / 
what name ſhuide be moſte conuenient oz theſe 
folyſhe and madde felowes / that go about to dil⸗ 
pꝛepte religion (ik they be wozthp to haue aup 
name at all). Foz true religion is the very waye 
to ſaluation. And excepte religion / what ꝓpꝛete 
ſhall pe ſynde in man kynde / but that pe ſhall cõ⸗ 
monly fpnde the lame in beaſtis: Cherloze they 
be bery baute / and maye well be called beaſtis / 
chat lette naught by religion / and vnreuerentip 
dilpꝛeyſe it. Ind what though ſome lewde pers 
ſones / ledde by luſte and tiotte / lette te by 
religion / pet hit is neuer the wozle / noz there is 
none that is well diſpoſed ⁊ that hath any wyſes 
dome 02 vnderſtandynge / that wyll beare euer 
the leſſe louex affection ther vnto / foz any mans 
malignite. But pet to thentent that ſuche wpcs 
ked and folyſhe felowes ſhulde nat abaſſhe oz as 
frayethecozages and good myndes /that they 
beare vnto religion /the whiche as pet be but 
rude, and haue no groundly knowlege oꝛ vnder⸗ 
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ia mans ſoult helthe: dmetyme the moolt nos 
ble aud excellent clerkes (as I ſapde befoze) ens 
dyte erudite o2ations x eloquente exhoztations/ 
toopen and declarethe hygh ok teli⸗ 
nꝛas Etalmus hath done in this littell boke 
wynge / the whiche boke tranſlated by me in 
to euglyſhe / J was ſo bolde to dedicate to pour 
grace pꝛinceſſe mooſte excellent / as tothe verpe 
patroneſſe and fauourer of holy religion, _ 
—— ——ů and haue — 
kepte a ſtate of a pʒinceſſe mo 
in glozy and ryches /andeherts 
all moſte honoꝛable pleaſures xdelytes / belons 
eto nobilite / yet haue pou ben alway mob 
deuout, and charitable. The whiche 
great pietie a godly mynde enloꝛced me to dedi⸗ 
—— grace: humblp deli 
ringe pour excellent maieſtie to accepte this my 
rudenes: And J ſhalldayly pꝛay: God encreace 
pour grace / vertue/ and honour, Amen. 


Eraſmus Rotervva | 
me der ſendeth gretynge. oy 


baue manp tymescomplay 
A ' ned moſt gentyll reder/ that I was 


A ee 
I ee d with the loue and fauour 
WR of ue fredes-thephiche (nat with 
aka andyngthatJamalyue, andtd4 
mande the cotrarte) do vulgate and put fozth as 
mode ſuchetrifus as J wzote whã J was poge 
to exerciſe my ſtyle, nat th hyng that then ſhu 
beſp2eddeabzode and common toꝛ euerp man ta 
haue: wherin J am lo moche moze vnhappye- 
that they be ſpiedde and come loꝛth in this moſſ⸗ 
happy:tymeand lealon, where, it they had come 
to lyghtewhanthey were, fyꝛſte comppled a 
made, they ſhuld nat haue ben fo moche ſubiect 
to mennes diſpꝛeyſes and deriſions. Nowe they 
be redde / as they were made ol an aged mã / the 
| whiche J compiled whan J was ponge-nat foz 
that entente: and they be redde in this tyme/ 
whiche hath dyuers menof excellent lernyng a 
cat vnderſtandyng. Whilom whan J wag 
cantly, xx. yeres of age/at the deſyꝛe ⁊᷑ inſtance 
ok a tertapne man called Theodozike / the whi⸗ 
the pet lyueth / I wotea pyſtill / by the 9 
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his entent was to call his nephewe Jopet to the 
kelowſhippe ok his lyfe, To this piſtill ołten ty⸗ 
mes copied and ſpʒedde al about /they haue put 
my name / where as J baue no nephewe that 
is called Joyce. I wzoce hit foʒ an other mans 
entent ano purpoſe: And as it ſelfe doth openly 
expꝛeſſe / J wꝛote hit negligentipe foz my paſſe 
tyme- vſyageno ſtudie noz exquiſite argumen⸗ 
tes: noꝛ allo to I was nat than enſtructed inres 
dyng ok good auccours, And openly they thzet⸗ 
ned to put it in pꝛinte / except that I wolde cauſe 
it to be pʒꝛinted. So J redde it ouer / and whan 
had changed a fewe woꝛdes / J was contente 
it ſhulde be pzinted, Thus I ſuppoſe hit wyll 
tome to paſſe at lengthe / that I ſhall foꝛgo the 
loue that I haue to the folyſhneſſe and crys 
fyis of my youth . Fare well good 
reder- and ik thou rede it / rede 
it with foꝛgyueneſſe / x 
ſo rede it / as wzits 
ten foz an 


other mans entent and purpoſe, 


( Theodorike Har- 
leme / to Joyce his moſt cunnyng 
nephewe / ſendeth gretyng. 


certainly my moſt dere 
and welbeloued Joyce/Jha 
| ue had of long tyme / a tight 
great delyꝛe to wzite vnto p: 
Four hyderto J haue kept ſys 
| Mace / moze fo; ſhamefaſtneſſe 
45 Ethan neglygence: foz Jdzad 
lect whan J pzepared my ſelte /I that am nat 
moche elder than thou / but in other thinges far 
vnder the / to exhoꝛte the that arte a man of ſins 
guler pzudence and erudition / ſhuld be ſeen and 
reputed to take in hande / a laboure that neded 
nat / ag one wolde caſte water in to the ſee: nat 
foz that I haue any doubte / that thou ( whiche 
arte ſo excedynge good and gentyll) woldeſt nat 
alter the beſte maner attepte myn exhoꝛtation / 
but leeſt I ſhuld ſeme to take vpon me the office 
of an immodeſt oz an vnſhamefaſte perſone / to 
pꝛeſume to gyue the admonicion / where it were 
mozeconuenycnt that J ſhulde be exhoꝛted and 
monyſhed of the. Therfoze what (hall J do: 
Shall I wypte oz no: Shamefaſtenes fozbyd⸗ 
deth me to wꝛyte: but than on the other ſyde / 
the loue that J beare top Joyce wyll nat ſuffre 
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it. Shall my mynde than be euermoꝛe in doute 
and wauerpuge:? Loue on the tone parte coun⸗ 
ſapleth me to wzyte- and ſhamefaſtneſſeon the 
other lyde moueth me to ß contrary, And there 
is welnerenothynge moze greuous oz peyntull 
than a douttull mynde. But at the laſte / it that 
of ryghte oughte to ouercome ſhall haue place: 
Shamekaſtnes ſhal obey vnto loue. Foz J ſhuld 
rather eſteme thy pꝛokptte / yea thy ſoule helth / 
than what men wyll ſape by me. I that this 
mpyn ent erpꝛiſe ſhall be moze applyed to p2yde 
than wyledome / trewely myn offence ſhulde ſo 
moche the ſooner be fozgyuen/inas moche as it 
Mocedeth of loue. Foz vndouted / J had leauet 
wꝛytynge louynglp / do boldelp / than wyſely kes 
pynge lylence /to do moze wylelp. Noz I doubte 
nat, dut by this patron and aduocate (I meane 
our loue) Ichalbe ablolued and quited. Fozour 
loue is nat ſymple oꝛ of the common ſoꝛte / but 
bery entier / truſty and ſure, Thecauſes of our 
twos frendſhyp be ryght great and manpfolde: 
our bzyngynge vp together of chyldzen/ p mars 
uaylous agrementof our two mpndeg/one ma⸗ 
ner ot ſtudy in mooſte noble ſcyences / the innu⸗ 
merable pleaſures that thou haſte done fo2 me / 
the ſingular beneuolece and ſpectall good minde 
of the and ol thyne bozne alwape towarde me, 
And alſo to theſe cauſes / is iopned alyaunce of 
blode. What thynge canne be moze glupnge 03 
claſpyngthanchisour frendeſhyp / the 3 


A$it were with a double cheyne / is bounde and 
unypt faſt together / on the one ſyde with kynred / 
and on the other ſyde with fyxed charite oz enty⸗ 
erly loupnge myndes, (Therfoze Joyce IJ wolde 
thou ſhuldeſt thynke and ſurely truſt that neuer 
mã loued hym lelfe moze hartily than J loue p. 
And ſeyng that J loue the as moche as my ſcife 
oʒ moꝛe / I muſte nedes care as moche foz thy 
ſoule helth as foʒ mpn owne, Yea and true loue 
conſtraynethe vs (I wote nat by what meane) 
to ſozowe moze greuouſly our frendes incõmo⸗ 
dyte and hurte than our owne / and moze to des 
ſyze our frendes welfare than our owne. Ind 
bzefelp to ſpeake / trewe loue cauſeth one man to 
loue an other mote tenderlpe than hym ſelfe, 
Whiche thynge in the J nede nat to myſtruſte / 
but on my parte Jmaye ſurely affp2me hit. 
(This thynge hath ſo moche enbolded and enco⸗ 
raged me-that Jlaied ſhamefaſtnes aparte fo 
the tyme / and wzote vnto the this letter of exoꝛ⸗ 
tation / by Þ whiche my mynde is to withdꝛawe 
the from the hurly burly / and bulyneſſe of the 
wozlde / and bzynge the to a lyfe monaſt cke / 
that is to ſape / lolytary and qupete. This is no 
mall thynge / noz a thynge that may ſoone be 
perl waded to the common people: but bycauſe 
thy lyke is of ſuche perfytencs all redy / that ex⸗ 
ceptethe ha bite oʒ clothyng ol a lay man (whers 
of Jam very glad the wozlde welnere can chal⸗ 
lenge no pꝛopette inthe, J fullye truſte that 
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this myne exhoꝛtation ſhall take effecte / leinge 
that both thecozageof thy paſſpng goodminde 
and my ozationleade the to the ſame thynge. 

who wolde doubte that ſhyp to ſaule plealantly/ 
that hathe bothe wynde and wether at wyll: 
And all be hit that thy good and commendable 
lyfe ſtereth me to hope well / yet ſhall I neuer be 
out ot᷑ leace and dꝛede / vntyll ſuche tyme that 
thou clene foʒlake this vnhappp # bꝛitel wozlde: 
and entre in to lome Monaſtery / as in to an has 
uen mooſt ſure, Foz truſte me /as often as Jres 
uolue and conſpdꝛe in my mynde the perils and 
dangers,amonge the whiche thou arte conuers 
ſante ( whervpon J thynke welnere alwape) ſo 
okte the tender loue that J beare to the warde / 
maketh me verp heuy and ſozowfull, Foz Jam 
none other wyſe aſtectioned oꝛ mynded towarde 
the / than a good kynde mother is to her anely 
and mooſte dere chylde / the whiche is on the ſee 
ſaylynge by ſome daungerous place / whereas 
typpes often tymes go to wꝛacke and perylye- 
whiche whan ſhe ſeeth oz heareth the vyolente 
Hurle wpnderyſleruggedly alofte/ ſhe wayleth / 
ſhe waxeth pale / and trẽbleth foꝛ dꝛede: In her 
llepe her mynde rounneth / and ſhedzeametrh of 
her lonne: and euer ſhe dꝛedeth the wozſte/ and 
moꝛe than is true oz nede to be feared. But wold 
to god ỹ I neded nat to dꝛede leſſe perils th be. 
But Iknowe / I knowe good Joice / what trou⸗ 


bles be in the lee ol this woꝛlde / in what — 
the 


the ipfe ſtandeth / and what dpuers kyndeg of 
deth there be: out ot the whiche but late l wym⸗ 
myng naked on a lytel borde / vnneth Jeſcaped, 
But perauencure thou being in a folyſhe ſurete 
of thy ſelfe / and callynge me tymerous oz fear⸗ 
full, wylte byd me to be careles: but pet it thou 
to do. thou canſt nat dꝛiue feate out ot my mpde: 
fo: thou arte ſo farre wyde to dzawe me frome 
dꝛede / that thou almoſt bzyngeſt all my hope to 
naught, Trewelp thou arte ſo moche the moꝛe 
in the dangerok perils/in howe moche leſſe that 
thou percetueſt them: oz it thau doſt vnderſtãde 
and percepue them / and wytte nat beware and 
eſchewe them / what thynge can be moze myl⸗ 
chiefulloz moze madde than ſuche a conkydente. 
IA pꝛape the teil me / who is moe foolyſſhe than 
that ſhipman the whiche amo ge the ſpuminge 
oꝛ fomynge rockes/the furious lyttes/the rages 
paggoultes ot the ſee/in a great and hydaus ce 
peſte / and therto his ſhyppe feeble and weake/ 
doth feareno maner perill / but lpenge vp rygyht 
by the helme he lyngeth / yea / and fozbyddeth 
thoſe that ſayle with hym vnder his tuition / to 
be alrayde oz catełull? what man wyll nat ab⸗ 
hoꝛre the foly and madneg of ſuche a lelowe / and 
dꝛede to ſcape ſafely: Noz. J good Jopte / ſhall 
neuer de tydde ol care ſo longe as thou foolehars 
deſp doſte ſa ple foꝛth in this moſte vnqupete ſee 
ok the woꝛlde. Thou wylte perauenture ſape / 
this is a foolpſ ſhe comparilon: Howe dothe the 
$1201 B. ili. Wolde 


wro2wdeand the ſee 
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agree / leyngethat nothyuge 
10zeblidyſhyngo; faunyng thi the wozlde/ 
and eis mozehozryblethanthe ſee⸗ 


Pea but J knowe no feter compariſon / it thou 
conſydꝛe hit well. Thynkeſt thou that the vll 
melodye and l wete honygalle tunes of the Dy; 
rens / the whiche bzynge the paſſagers fozbp 

f(t in a ſlombꝛe/and afterdzownethem; dothe 
nat well expꝛeſſethe ſhzewde blandiſhynge/and 
lewde delites of this wozldez wolde to god thou 
coudeſt ſe what ſnares / what deſceytes/ what 
nettes /they lape pꝛyuylp to attrappe thy youth 
with. Loke therfoze that thou fiye from the bas 
kes oz ſee cooltes:where'theſe Spzens be. Foz 
flyghte in this behalle is the ſureſt waye, Noz 
thou ſhuldeſt nat folehardely truſte to ſayleſure 
and ſafely that waye/where as thou ſeeſt kyng 
— — man other / and no⸗ 
bler thã are to be ſpoken ot here / wẽt to wzacke, 
And bzelelp to ſpeke: no man ſcaped but he that 
fledde, Homer reherſeth that Ulyxes / the whis 
che repꝛeſenteth the perfone of a perfecte wpſe 
man / with greatte ſtudye and dylygence coude 
ſcarſly ſcape the ſwete honygalle ſonge ot theſe 
peng / i pet he ſtopped his eares with waxe/ 
and boũde hym ſelfe to the ſhyppe maſte. Than 
what hope haſte thou to eſcape them: Sepnge 
plomanp haue cöſpired together to diſtroy the⸗ 
ag wãton youth / ẽticyng beautitulneſle / riches 
lpcence/ libertee/thedayly and nightiy 1 
0 ele 


' theſe (Haag) to ſtvete monſters, Noz Athinke 
nat / but that theſe hie apperyngſharperockis/ 
A meane the hyghneſſe of ſccular dygnytees/ 
are as moche to be dzedde of the: amonge the 
Whicheifthou bedziuen by any coole of wynde / 
thou ſhalte thynke it goth with the ryght weil / 
ik lw ymmpnge on a ſmall bourde / the ſtozme 
caſt the on lande in ſome vnknowen place. What 
thynkeſte thou by the vnſacyable deuowzynge 
Carpbdes: the whiche / as good authours te⸗ 
herſe-whan a ſhyppeſwyftely ſaplynge cometh 
within the dafigertherof/is wont toreſpſt/ and 
oftentymes to whyꝛle it about / and \walowe in 
the ſame ſhyppe. Is this an vnlykely fygure 
andcomparyſon vnto couetouſnes : the whiche 
tourneth a mans mynde to vnlatiable deſpꝛe/ 
and wyli nat ſuffre hym in qupete / vntyl it hath 
dz0wned hym in helle. Jad by the furious Sys 
tes thou mapſte vaderſtande the inſuperable 
mocion of angre / and the moꝛe the ſame offence 
is / the moꝛe coppous 02 abundaunt the matter 
therof is. Do nat the wyndes playnelp exmeſſe 
as well the peſtilẽt woꝛdes of flaterers as of des 
tractours and bacbyters: and though it fozceth 
nat fcom whens theſe wyndes blowe / pet they 
are euer to be feared. Foz ik thou be dꝛpuen as 
monge thecraggy rough rockes/ whether it be 
by wyndes of pꝛolperite oꝛ aduerſite / vet neuer 
the leſſe thou ſhalte be- dꝛyuen bpon Spꝛtes. 

And what ſuppoleſt thou by the terrible —_ 

's tion 


| — ? of — — 
\ryſpnge vp as hygheastheſterres / and an one 
kallynge downe in to them ſeile agayne. Howe 
couemently'do they fygnify the mutabilite and 
varpableneſſe of ſoʒztune? Wherwith a bzoken 
mynde is oz p moze pt bꝛought out ot paciece/ 
oz he that was nowe ryche and in hygh pꝛoſpe⸗ 
rite-cannatbeare pacpentiy ſodepne calampte. 
| 4 ouer paſſe here the tempeſtes and ſtoʒmes / 
ſpeake nat ot the nyghtes errourg/no2 of the 
deſceyuable planettes: Noz J reherſenat the 
manifolde/and diuers kpudes of monſters/the 
whiche are bꝛedde and nozyſhedin'the ſee / thele 
thou ſhalte by thyne owne wyſedome tall vnte 
thy mynde / and moze better interpꝛetate what 
they meane. Noz thou ſhuldeſt nat truſte the ſee 
whan hit ſemeth ſmothe and taulme / noꝛ whan 
the tlere gially ſtoꝛmes beſwaged and lapde/ 
noꝛ whan the ayre is fapꝛe and tiere: fo; allthis 
is done to thende that the ſodain tempeſt t 
fynde the vnpꝛouyded and a ſlepe. Ind th 
Jdoubtegreatly? whether there beanpthynge 
moze contraty/ moꝛe hurttull /o moze foe vnto 
vertue than pꝛoſperite. Foz as ſctypture dothe 
witnes. Calamite # miſfoztune bzeaketh many 
a one:but good foztune and pꝛoſperite diſſoluethj 
o2 mollpfyeth many mo. Therfoze be thou wyit 
and wel ware / and truſt nat the fmiling wozlde? 
leſt whan thy ſhyp is ron to wzackeandbzoken 
(whiche god fozbyd) Jſhuld be . 
0 l K 
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O gonernour and chefe gupde 
Df Aeneas ſſippe, v vherin that prince dyd ſaple 
Foz alk thy great cunnyng, thou coudeſi nat pꝛeuyde 
Te daunger of the ſee, that the dyd aſſayle 
The caſtynge of thy compas dyd lytell pꝛeuayſe 
Truſtynge to moche caulme d dedder and fapꝛe ſfipes 
Vpon tße ſee ſande, deed nalrd v vhan thou lpes « 


Ok the dangerous dwellynge in the 
wozlde. The.ij. Chap. 


¶Qeeſt thou nat moſt gentyl Joyce 
\ what great perils enuixon q compas the 
about on euety ſyde-. To whom the very trans 
quillyte oʒ quyete hit leite is dangerous? What 
trowelt thou lo toouer come q withſtande theſe 
petpls / that thouſhalte on no parte takehurte 
oz haue miſhap/nameip in thy youthe/whiche 
of his owne bzayde without any other entyce⸗ 
ment dothe enclyne to ſynne and yll diſpolition⸗ 
But thou wylte ſaye thus. J hope to do well. 
Chou mapſte hope ⁊ truſt well / and J alſo hope 
well: but J feare me lecſt we bothe ſhall hope in 
vapne. Therfoze J wolde thou ſhuldeſte make 
this our hope to be ſome what moze ſurer. Bus 
Flyghly coniecte / what thou wylte thinke and 
mutter / whan thou redeſt theſe my wozdes, Be 
thele thpuges in ſo great n * — 


gious menonelp be ſaued and all other periſhe- 

Ho kozlſoth. Foz J denp nat / but there haue ben 
mau pe lyuynge in this woꝛlde that be ſaued. 
Hoꝛ they that entre in to a monaſterpe of relys 
gion / do nat fozth with ſettyll them ſelfe ſo / that 
they mape ſafelp lyue tleane without care. But 
pet natwithſtandynge / there is as great dyffe- 
rente bet wene thele two maner of lyuynges / as 
is bet wene hym that lieth at rode in the hauen / 
though he hath nat yet bowed his ankers ; and 
bym that yet ſaplethe alofte in the mayne ſee, 
Oꝛ elles betwene hym that lwymmethe in the 
water / and hym that iourneth by lande. He pe⸗ 
riſheth nat that rematneth in the woꝛlde / but he 
is moze nere vnto perill. Therfoze good Joyce/ 
feynge that J wolde theſo moche good / ye and 
perauenture deſpꝛe moze thy welfare than thou 
doſt thy ſelle / loke that thou eſchewe all perpls/ 
and put thy ſelfe in lauegarde. Foz the wyſe mã 
lapth:Hethatloucth petill ſhall peryſhe therin. 
Imap / what nede haſt thou to be toſſed with 
the ragynge wawes ol water / whan thy way lis 
eth moꝛe ſure and commodioully by lande: who 
but he that is ſtarte blynde / ſeeth nat / that it 
is karre moꝛe ſurer / moze plelaunte / and moze 
tommodious totaurney thꝛough the pleſaunte 
grene medowes without dzede / than amoge fo 
many images of deth to be turned# went with 
ppetuall vexatiõ trouble: Js nat this a great 
blyndeneg / that we delyte in our aduerlyte / = 


as Uyzgyll ſapthe / totake pleaſure to gyue our 
leite to foolpſhe and madde la hour: * 


C v d gat ſpote, v vhat pleaſure, 02 v vhat ſolattous reſi 
Is in cheſe v voꝛſdiy v va d des, to be toſſed and caſt 

v dgerfore appwche the hydde t, @ chou ſPalt fynde it beſt 
For here is the freſſſe tyme of 2ere that dothe laft 

Here be cſþ2i{alkpne tyuets enup2on compaſt 

The ſoyle g grounde, enb2oudied v duß ſ v dete floures 
Here gro d vetß eſe pople tre, to ſhado v ve ve fro ſpores 


v vuhin theſe dennes delectable, of freſſße pyplyng colde 
Vnder theſe dynes Pere, encfuſtred v duuß grapes 
There be ſouerapne ſhadolbes, frs flonnes Vs to holde 
Dia d de hydder, g renofice theſe VVoaldly tryflyng tapes 
And let the v dylde Wa d des v voꝛſte, chat betes g grates 
Ypon the tougß rocltes, of v voꝛldiy pompe and pꝛide 
Here be freſſpe fountayno, that ſpring on every ſyde 


Here be the ſ v bete medo d des, U graſſe ennerd:ed grene 
Oußyardes and greaues, d dieß trees of dyuers frute 

v dieß herbers to teſt in, and alle ys bept clent 

Eytie to paradpſe of pleaſure to tafte out refute 

Of ſolace incomparable, this place I repute 

Here mygſþt I fynde in myne hett v vith the to endurt 
From alk $Þ Bouldlp daunger, fo: herr are d de ſure. 


C hath pleſed me with this Uirgils ditee 
to allure the awap from wozldly troubles 
tour delectable lyfe, But J mous nat _ 


hat iouggipnges the lewde fnflpag ſhewe of 
this wozldeHathe bewytched the eyes of thy 
minde / + ſtapeth and ſtycketh faſt to thy mynde 
ag thougheit were giewed. Aud fozth with the 
ſame fapze paited face ot wozlde thinges cometh 
to thy remembꝛãce / and with im ptynge calleth 
the backe againe / whan thou art about to leaue 
them ſayenge;! what wylte thou do madde mã⸗ 
Goeſtthouabouc to diſtvop both thy (elf # thyn- 
Ocrugiiperſon- wylt thou foꝛſake vs after this 
maner? wWylte thou diſpile thp — kelowes 
and frendig : Haſt thou no pite on thy father and 
mother: Ju mhat cale thpnkeſt thou that ſhe 
halbe / the whiche hartely loueth the / andthat 
fo; thy loue diſtropeth her ſell / and that delireth. 
the to her ſpaule and hul bande: Jduilethe well 
what thou wylce do?; Foz this thy tendꝛe pouth 
and beautie are moꝛe conuenient ſoꝛ other thyn⸗ 
ges. And thou arte to ſofte and delycate ot Nas 
ture to take on the and perfourme an harde reli 
gion, Ah wylt thou ſuffreþ flower ot᷑ thy youth 
ſo vnwoꝛthely to fade away? Wilte thou ſolitarp 
alone ſtyll waplynge ſpende awape thy luſtye 
pouth : Thou ſhuldeſt leaue that to them that 
be aged / vnto whom nowe the lyke is no longer 
ſwete. Thou arte a ponge man / what thynge 
els (huldeſt thou do but ſpoꝛte and play: At leeſt 
wyleconlidze/what abundance ot rychelſe thou 
haſte all tede / and moche mozeis compnge/ il 
thou wylte tary and abyde it. Thou ne ade 


right honoꝛable / and yet thou ſhalt be higher in 
honour ik thou llyntze nat away from vs. Theſe 
bethethynges that all men ſcke foze: and thou 
alone foꝛſakeſt them: whã they be al redy ſought 
out and gotte to thy hande. But wylte thou go 
thy way and neuer returneagayneto take fruis 
tion ot theſe toyes / tycheſſe / commodites / and 
pꝛofites: pet at the leſt I pꝛap the tary a while / 
take a bꝛeth iu the matter: to haſtynes is cauſe 
of moche hurte and inconuenience. Haſte thou 
hardetheleexhoztations : Haſt thou harde thẽ⸗ 
Thele bethe verp voyces of the Spꝛens: but 
as thou loueſt thy helthe / loke that thou lyſten 
no2 gyue none heryng to them. Shewe thy lelfe 
to be Ulyres: They wyll bewytche thy mynde 
it thou harten to them: They be luche faire fla 
ererg/that they wpl moue and perſwade ſtony 
hartes; But thou oughtelt to remembꝛe/thas 
they be deed voices andleade one to euerlaſtin 
damnation. But hyder to religion thou ſhuld 
harken / hyther thou ſhuldeſt loke / hither thou 
ſhuldeſt enclyne thy mpnde: endeuopꝛe thy ſelfe 
with all thy myght / imploy heron ſharpely thy 
ede deſccyue nat thy ſelfe /loke to the bottum 
ol the matter / and thou ſhalte ſe / it thou be nat 
blynde / howe (0ynkyng- howe kruſttate oz 
vopde / ye and howe vnwoꝛthy foz the 
theſe thynges be / that wyll nat 
lufee the to leaue 


„ eme | 
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diſpyſyngeof ryches 
Thee hy 


Hat thynge of ſo greatte a valure 
dothe this wozlde pꝛompſe to the / that foz 
thelouetherof thou wylte put thy ſoule Helth in 
aduẽture / and abſent thy ſelfe from our delectas 
tions: What 1 lap dothe hit pꝛomiſe the? Js it 
abundanice oftithes : Foꝛ that is it that moztall 
folkes mooſte ſpecially deſpꝛe: But foz a truthe 
there is nothynge moze milerable / moze bayne 
02 diſteyuable / moze nopous 02 hurtefull than 
wozldly goodes. The wozdly goodes are p very 
mapſters and miniſters of au mii gouernaunce 
and miſchiele. Noz holy ſcripture doth nat with 
out a cauſe call couetouſnes the roteof allyuell, 
Foz therof ſpzyngethe an vngratious affection 
vnto goodes / therof iniuries 02 wꝛonges haue 
theyz begynnynge: therof groweth caditiocſ . 
parte takpnge: therof comethe ſtealynge / pybs 
lynge / ſacrylege /exto2eyon / and robbynge,” . 
Bycheſſe engendze and bꝛynge fozthe inceſteand 
aduoutry /Bycheſſenouryſheth and foſtreth vp 
rauyſhementes-maddeloues/ and ſuperfſuits, 
And finally what is it-that the curſed hunger x 
deſire ofgolde doth nat conſtraine moztal 

to do? Therfoze thou mapſte pcetue that Hozace 
was wyſe / whiche callyngerpcheſſethematter 
and roteof all yuelles/tommanded to caſt them 
in to the lee: and ſayde: Il it be a 3 


w 


it repenteth me well. Foz there is ſo great kami⸗ 
tyar ſocicte andfrendſhyppe ofthynges-that in 
the very names of vyce and rycheſſe / witia et dis 
ute / ſemeth to be a certayne alyaunce and kyn⸗ 
rede. What tiche man canſt thou rekẽ vnto me / 
that is nat intected with one ok theſe two vyces / 
either with couetoulnes (than whiche nothyng 
is moꝛe to beabhozred) if Nature to the ſame be 
oucr moche enclyned2 9; elles with pzodygalyte 
and wat / than whiche nothynge is moze abhos 
minable / it he that is inclined ther vnto be of bes 
nigne and gentyll nature? The couetous man 
is leruaunt and nat mapſter vnto ryches: and 
the waſter wylt nat longe be mayſter therof, 
The one is poſſeſſed / and dothe nat poſſeſſe: and 
the other within a ſhoꝛte whyle leaueth the pol⸗ 
ſeſſion ot riches. Me ſemeth that the man called 
Eutrapelus / vnderſtode thoſe thynges verye 
goodlip/p whicheas Jhauelerned/was wonte 
to teuenge hym on his ennempe after this mas 
ner and foꝛme: nat with iniurious woꝛdes / noz 
with popſon-noz with the ſwoꝛde: but he wolde 
enryche his foe with pꝛetyous garmentes: foz 
he ſuppoled hit / the whiche is ok trouthe / that 
ſhulde pꝛouoke hym to deſire it / and the hungry 
deſpꝛe ot ryches ſhulde caule hym to koꝛget vers 
tue / and dꝛyue hym to all fylthynes and dil woꝛ⸗ 
ſhyp. But admit that none ot᷑ all theſe thynges 
ſhall chaũce bato the / and Þ thou ſhuldeſt haue 
ſuche happe as no man coude haue: pet J * 
| e 


the what goodlines haue theſe pzecious weyghs 
tes :the whiche be gethered and gotte by great 
greke / and kepte with ouer great thoughte and 
cate: In heapynge them to gether is labour in⸗ 
tollerable / and in kepynge them is ouer inoche 
care and dꝛede: and the fozgoyngo2 loſſe of them 
is a miſerable vexation and turment. Therfoze 
a riche man hath no ſpoꝛtynge tyme: foz either 
without reſte 02 ſlepe he watchethe his goodes 
that he hathe gotte / oz elles he gapethe to gette 
moe / oz elles he ſozoweth foz his loſſes: And as 
ofteas he dothe nothynge gapne / ſo ofte he wes 
neth that he dothe lole and hathe damage. And 
what it he haue poſſeſſe mountayns of goldez 
Oz what and his riches be greatter than moun 
taynes ol golde: Than ſo moche the moze he 
—— his fardel and burden / and heaperh 
vp his cares: and th2oweth oz tomblethe 

vpon feare/andgrefe vpon grefe-and pꝛouideth 
fo: hym ſelfe a charge oꝛ a bulynes of a keper ful 
of all myſerpe and labour. Care doth folowe the 
encreaſynge of money. Ind the deſy2e of the 
money growethe as the money dothe encteaſe. 
And the poozer that a mã is /Þleſle hecoucteth 
money, And fynally the very cuſtody of greatts 
goodes 02 ſubſtãce/is a miſerable 02a etched 
thynge. The man called Uulteius (of whom 
Hoꝛate ſpeakethe) ſayde / that his aduocate oz 
attourney had done vn foz hym / whan by his 
Wyt and diligence he cauled hym krom pouerte 
to 


to come to great tyches: andhethoughte hym 
ſelle to be made a wꝛetche and nat a tythe man: 
and he pꝛayed his attourney that he myghte be 
reſtozed to his fozmer lyfe oz ate / the whiche 
was pouerte, Trewelp he is to be pꝛepſed / that 
waxcth wple er hit be to late. But the couetous 
man ſaythe: Thoughe the care ot theſe ryches 
be greuous and peyntull / money is lwete: My 
labour and peyne dothe nat werp noz greue me / 
ſothat my tyches do encreace. But tell me whes 
ther ſhall J call the. the mooſt fooleo2 the mooſt 
wzetche of al men: To whom nothyng can ſufz 
file / whiche bothe nyghte and daye ſytteſt wats 
chynge on thy tyches / eyther hydde and locked 
vp in thy vꝛon cheſtes / oz elles (to the ende thou 
woldeſt leme to be moze wyſe) doluen in p erthe: 
lyke as the let pent Heſpetius watcheth the gols 
den appulles. Foz what purpoſe thynkeſt thou 
theſerycheſſe and money ſhulde be pꝛokytable⸗ 
Oz what pꝛeciouſnes is in them Foz of trouth 
they benothynge elles but very pure bzaſſe ſtri⸗ 
zen in images and ſerpptures: the whiche can 
nepther expell oz put awapthecares and grefes 
that gnawe the about the ſtomake / noꝛ they can 
nat auopde oz rydde the ot ſyckencs oz any incõ⸗ 
modyte ot᷑ thy bodye / and mochelelle of dethe. 
But thou wylte ſape / that rycheſſe be good to 
withſtande nede and pouerte. J pꝛomẽſſe the 
thou arte dilteiued / they wyl rather cauſe the to 
be euer nedy. Foz lite ag d2inke doth = 2 


bis thyꝛſte that hath the dꝛopſpe / but maketh 
hym moꝛe thpꝛſtye: ſo lyke wyſe with the abun⸗ 
daunceof goodes 02 rycheſſe /thy deſpꝛe to haue 
moꝛe dothe encreace; Ind who ſo euer ſeketh af; 
ter moꝛe / ſheweth hym elle to be nedpe. Howe 
adde vnto p truſt that thou haſt in thy goodes/ 
the inſtabilite oꝛ vnaſſurednes ołthem, the wht 
the thou by ſo longe ſpace ot᷑ tyme / with ſo great 
moleſtiouſnes and labour /by right and wꝛoge / 
haſt gethered to gether al about; if that foztune 
as men (ay) tourne her whele / by and by they 
zlake and leaue the and gotoſomeother, Ind 
than thou that waſt euen nowe richer than Cre 
ſus that mooſt riche kynge / ſhalt ſodaynly come 
moꝛe power than begger Itus. This thyng 
is ſo clere and manileſt / that we nede nat to ſpẽd 
many woꝛdes therin. Howe many mapſte thou 
ſe befozethyn eien that kal from a kinges riches 
to extreme pouerte and nedynes: But admptte 
that goodes oꝛ rycheſſe be lure and ſtable / and 
that they wyll neuer leaue the lo longe as thou 
liueſt.canſt thou cary them hence away with p: 
pea whan thou goeſt to thy graue / of all thp as 
bundance and ryches / thou ſhalte ſcarſip haue a 
cours wyndynge ſhete: other men ſhall poſſeſſe 
all the relidue. And ik thou with thy abundante 
riches haſt done anp good vertuous dedes / they 
ſhall greatly auayle and be moche wozthe vnto 
the / noz they wyll neuer leaue the, Therloze my 
ſwete Joyce thou ſhuldeſt nat eſteme fo hrs 


thy polſſeſſions / and al golde that Tagus and 
Pactolus thoſe tiuers reverſe and turn in their 
redde ſandes / that thou ſhuldeſt hurte oz hindze 
thyne owne helthe: But thou ſhuldeſt rather-if 
hit delytethe the ſo greately to beryche / harken 
what counſayle our lozde gpuethe the: Make 
thou thy treaſure in heuen / where neyther cans 
ket noz mought can dyſtroy hit: and where the⸗ 
ues can nat finde no2 ſteale hit. Noz thynke nat 
that there is any plenty mozencdy/ tha to haue 
abundance of monep and wante vertues. Noz 
nothynge is moze vnwelthy than that luker oz 
wynnynge that hurteth thy ſoule: Therfoze vn 
to the / that arte both erudite and a chꝛiſten ma / 
it is a ſoule and a ſhamefull thpnge with great 
perill of thy ſoule helthe / to enclyne to that /the 
whiche the pagane phyloſophers epther foz the 
loue of good lernynge / oz foz they2 good name F 
kame / dyd ſet at naught andlyghtly deſpice, 


That thepleaſuresof thefleſhe 
be bothemoztal and bytter, 
The, iiij. Chapter. 


Otheſ wete luſtes oz entice⸗ 
e mentes of the fleſhe witholde 0zres 
N AF ecynethe: Durcly they beladyes 
WI that moſt ſwetely ſmpleonthe/ and 

==" that with they; fucateoz feined fairs 
nes diſceiue al mooſt the holle may Buttabe 
wh 03 
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oz rubbeaway the paintynge and colours: and 
beware that the craftyly papnted fayzeſkynne 
duertome the nat. Beholde and loke well what 
thele lewde luſtes be in dede, and nat what they 
ſeme to be. Than ſhalt thou perceiue that there 
is nothynge mozeyll fauoured / nothynge moꝛe 
fouller,noz moze beaſtlike. Foz there is nothyng 
that maketh a mã moe lyke vnto a bzute beeſt / 
than the mooſt fylthy luſte ot the flel ſhe dothe: 
Whirhe thynge the moze it Impylethe oz fawneth 
on one, the moꝛe it nopeth and hurteth. Lyke ag 
the noble phyloſpher Plato mooſt aptly calleth 
itthebayte of al puels. Fo2 as the bayte that is 
ut vpon the hoke pzouokethe 02 dzawethe the 
fyſſhethervnto- and taketh them that re⸗ 
tepue it: euen ſo lyte wyſe the poyſon of carnall 
luſte,couered with a lytel quantite of honp / doth 
pꝛouoke 02 allure ſoules þ be deſyꝛous ofa p2ay? 
Ewhanthey be entyced ſhe enkecteth them; and 
whan they becozrupted / ſhe dyſttoyethe them 
without mercy, And bꝛefely to ſpeake take hede 
what the philoſopher lapthe / ſurelp it is a pap 
nyms ſayenge/but it is woꝛthy and may wel be 
ſaydeof à chꝛiſten man: the whiche ſentence the 
elder Cato ſayth in Ciceros boke de Senectute / 
that he lerned at Tatẽt ol Pythagozas ſcholer 
called Acchita / he ſapthe: There is no greatter 
no2 moꝛe deedly peſtilence gyuen of Nature bns 
to mankynde tha voluptuouſnes-of the whiche 
bolupte the feruenteluſtes are p2onely * — | 
2poe 


b2ydeldlye kendled fo fullfyll the defy2etherof, 

Ok this roote ſpꝛyngeth treaſon ⁊᷑ betrayeng of 
tountreps: ot this riſcth turnyng bp ſet downe 
of the common welth : the ſamethyngecauſeth 
p2yuep communications with our ennempes. 
And fynallye there is no myſchiefe-noz none ſo 
bengeable a dede / but that thelewde luſt of vos 
lupte dothe conſtrayne one to enterpꝛpſe oz go in 
hande therwith. Adde allo theſecommodites fo 
lowyng to them afoze ſaide: Of voluptuoulnes 
cometh indigece 02 nedines / infamp oz yl name / 
greuous ⁊᷑ filthy diſeaſes ofthe body /blyndenes 
of the mynde / deſpiſynge of diuine power / and 
it is the very lountapne and begynnynge of all 
mpylerye: pe and ſynall hit is the very cheyne/ 
wherwith mankynde is dꝛawen to cuerlaſtyng 
peynes, O ſlower lwetenegs the whiche is enup⸗ 
tonned 02 ſet about with ſo manifolde miſerpes: 
many go betoꝛe it / and very many go with hit / 
and many many,yea mooſt ſharpe greuous mi⸗ 
ſeries come 0z folowe after it, I ſayde a lytel bes 
foze that mankpnde in volupte was lyze vnto 
bzute beaſtis:but J ſay nowe that inthis thing 
webchaueour ſelfe woꝛſe than beeſtis, Foz beas 
ſtes take frutcyon of thepꝛ pleaſures (fucheas 
they be) franke and frely without any expence / 
but o good loꝛde howe coſtly to mãkynde is that 
ſhozte and foule \macke ot þ delycate thꝛote and 
bealy. Thou ſeeſt what thynge it is, the whiche 
amonge bodylp pleaſures is 1 — 
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any kynde of volupte mape be called excellente. 
wherto ſhuld J now teherſe vnto the / theother 
trill png tapes 02 rather madneſſeg of Þ woꝛlde⸗ 
Some call thẽ ll ioyes: but methynke J ſhuld 
nat miſname them / if Jcalthem mad gaudes. 
Wherto ſhulde J reherle the deynty dyſhes / the 
ingurgynges / the dzinkynge and quaftyng one 
to an other / the nyghtly dꝛonkennes / the bans 
kettes / the dauntes / the gambaudes / the diſlo⸗ 
inte plaies/the knauiſhe and rebaude ieſtingis / 
andof the ſame ſoztea thouſande thynges mo: 
Do nat theſe thynges leme to Þ lyke the laughs 
pnges ol a frantycke man:? Foz who woldenat 
tugethat man to be clcane beſyde hym ſcifeand 
madde / the whiche whan he is ledde to be han⸗ 
gedoz heeded / trembleth nothynge foz dzede of 
the inſtant execution / but amonge all the other 
that ſoꝛowe and bewaple his myſfoztune/ he is 
foyfulle and gladde / pe and gothe to warde the 
plate where he ſhall ende his lyle danſynge and 
meryly ſcoffyng andieſtynge- But thoſe Joyce 
of whom I ſpake now befoze/J iuge to be moze 
madder than this felowe /in as moche as the 
dethe of the ſouleis moze greuoug/ and moze 
cruellthanof the body. They paſſe foꝛthe thepꝛ 
Iyfe dayes in gaudes and:ſpoztes-/and ſodapniy 
they go to helle. Go thou nowe / foꝛlake and fall 
from thy maker to the ende that thy beeſtly and 
moꝛtall fleſſhe may an houre oz two folowe the 
luſtetherof and lyue damnabl / and to the = 
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that thy fleſhe map haue and entoy vnſtedkaſte 
iopes / ſlee and mourther thy ſoule and pꝛepare 
fo: thy ſelfe eyerlaſtynge paynes and waylyn⸗ 
ges. But parauenture thou loueſt the veneriall 
acte that is lawefull / and doſt ſurely purpole to 
be maried. Foz a trouth J do nat cõdemne wed⸗ 
locke / ſoz Jmpndehym that ſayth / It is better 
to mate than to commytte foznication / but J 
wolde this ſhulde be as it were a place of refuge 
foz vnconſtante folkes that can nat lyue chaſte. 
I haue no ſppte at them that fledde the — 
cowneof Segoꝛ and alſo the lyttell / to elchewe 
the fyerof Sodomites. I knowe and perceyue 
wel the ſtrẽgth of thy mynde. J alowe wedloke, 
but that is in the that can nat lyue well / except 
they be maryed. But loke thou a conſydze well 
what ſaint Hieronyme hath wꝛitten ofthele ma 
ters: truely he hath wzirten very moche therof, 
But this one thyng J wyll ſay vnto the / foz the 
great familiarite that hath alway ben betwene 
vs. Jadmonyſſhe / pe and hartelp pꝛape the to 
take hede # beware how thou putteſt thy necke 
in this haulter: in to the whiche ik thou be ones 
entred / thou canſt nat lightly gete out agayne. 
A do nat ſaye that wedloke is naught / but foz a 
trouthe it is full of moche miſery. And ag 
ſenglelyfeis moche better / lo many 
and dyuers wapes it is moze 
| dnwelthpo? bnlucky, 
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That the honours of this wozlde 
be bayne oz foolyſhe and vnſtable. 
The, v. Chapter, | 


185 Ut parauẽture the honoꝛable pꝛe 
ſcriptios 0 titils of noblenes /e the ſplen⸗ 
dent glozp of renowne delyten thy mynde. hy 
ſhulde hit nat: Foz as he ſaythe / hit is a goodip 
thynge to be honozablye renowmed farre and 
_wpde-andtoretoyce and be gladdechat athous 
lande eies beholdethe whan thou ſpeakeſte, It 
is a pleaſaunte thynge to the to be Honozably 
ſoughte vpon and to haue many clyentes oz (us 
tours to folowe after and go about the. and to be 
ſpoken of /of tuery man / and to be ſaluted and 
greted as a great loꝛde 02a maiſter. But J pꝛay 
the tell me, what thynge doſt thou ſuppoſe that 
theſe honours be / the whiche vnto the bepnge 
amoztallcreature moztall folkes — ſame; 
flatterye /ſome foz feare / and ſome in hope to 
wynne therby:; Che whiche wozldly honozs be 
as clene falle as they becaduke and vaniſhyng, 
Be they nat falſe oz vatruſty thynkeſt thou-the 
whiche tadifferently chaunce as well vato hym 


that is mooſt woꝛſt as vnto hym p is molt beſt: 
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uge and deme thou thole onely to be good and 
erp honours.the whiche flo we oꝛ growe out of 
Honeſty and vettue.Loke that thou enbꝛate and 
ſticke vnto vertue / and thou ſhalte be honozable 
Whether thou wylte oz no. Foz * 
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folowcth ſtyll after the bodp / and wyll nat leaue 
hit thoughe he flpe / noz can nat be taken of one 
that recheth foz it: ſo theſe actes and dedes that 
be done tightlullp / hall without any ſekynge ol 
the / bzinge p to honoꝛg / the whiche thou beinge 
woꝛth to haue canſt nat auoide: a thou beinge 
vnwozthy canſt nat opteine them. Is there any 
thynge moze ſlyppꝛy oz caduketha wozldlp ho⸗ 
noꝛs 7 Truely methinke p all wozldly thynges 
vaniſhe awap lyghtly and tary but a while, Foz 
what thyng canlt thou name here that is contis 
nually durable. Ind agayne nothynge is moꝛe 
vncertaine & flitting tha great # high dignites: 
and ſeyng that nothyng is got q optepned with 
moze grekc thã dignites /loꝛ one muſt a long ſeas 
fon tomble the tone with Siſipho agaynſte the 
craggy moũtapne /d boldly do ſome thynge p is 
woꝛthy of banyſhynge / pꝛyſonement / ozels han⸗ 
gyng/P at the laſt he may be ſome what woꝛhy / 
4 ſome what exalted: Therfoze I ſay as noth}g 
is got moze greuouſly / lo nothynge is ſoner loſt. 
Chou aſteſt me why ſo. Mary bycauſe that ol 
neteſlite greatte hatted oz ippte foloweth hyghe 
dignitee / pꝛyuey enuy clymbeth vp to p hygheſt 
in degree: and the wyndes ouerblowe the hygh 
toppes of trees and towzes, Foz enuy is wonte 
alway to accompany the noble and hygh enters 
piles, Thou wylte ſap what than: Mary he 
that hath gotten the hatredof many men / muſt 
nedes of very conſequẽte haue many * 


and be ofte in danger of his lyke. why ſo? Mary 
fo: whan many go aboute to haue that thynge / 
the whiche thou alone doſte polſeſſe and holde / 
and all the whple thou doſte pꝛoſpere / there is 
no hope to opteyne it /hit muſt nedes be / that by 
ſome meane they wyll tydde the out of the way, 
Hit were a thynge ok great difficulte / it that he / 
toz whom ſo manp lnares be lapde / ſhuld nat at 
the laſte fall in to one oʒ other of them, Therfoze 
epther thou muſt dye of poylon / ozels on a dag⸗ 
ger / oꝛ elles ( whiche fo2 the ſhulde be belt of all) 
thou mult laue thp lelfe by exile. Oz elles to the 
ende that thou mighteſt be molt foztunate,thou 
wylte lyue in perpetuall anxiete and keate / that 
thou be nat ſuppꝛeſſed caſte downe. Mo doute 
thou ſhalte leade an noble lyfe- but hit ſhall be 
very bytter and ſo wer. Therfoze thynke nat the 
tontrary / but that Juuenal ſpake nat this ditee 
that foloweth without great ſkele, 


- UT Detruely the troutße groundly to expꝛeſſe 

v vo couetetß epceſſpue honoꝛs io attayne 

And gadzeeſ to gedder excedyngly rycheſſe 

Puyldynge vp to d dtes vpon to d dees agayne 

Suche climmyng vp vn d vately, may for a tyme temaine 
pet the Ppgþer thou clymmeſt the ſoꝛet is thy fall 

So ſaytße ee ſatywpan mayſtet Juuenall. 


But to what entente do J with ſo many woꝛ⸗ 
des reherle thoſe thynges! Trewely to the = 
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that thou my Joyce ſhuldeſt vnderſtande plain⸗ 
lye / howe full of keare and dꝛede / how full of ve⸗ 
ration and trouble / and howe caduke and bzitle 
thoſe thynges be / the whiche this wozlde/ all p 
whyle thou arte in pzoſperyte / ſheweth to be ot 
great and hyghe exellence, What auepleth all 
this / whan moſt bytter dethe feirſip aſſayleth d 
enuadeth vs: whan ſodatnly all the ſame pma⸗ 
ges of nobylite / the whiche after the maner of 
dzeames vanyſſhe awaye ; whiche dzeames tos 
geder with the ſlepe are gone and tary no loger, 
Where ben nowe theolde tyzauntes become: 
where is the great Alexandze / whole couetous 
mynde /all the bzode wozlde coude nat ſomtyme 
ſuffycez Where is the Perſyan kynge Xerxcs/ 
wich and of whoſe houge Nauy of ſhyppes / all 
the ſee was couered and redounded: Where is 
become Hanyball that was ſo ofte vyctozious: 
the whiche whan he lyued / bzake the rough roc 
kes and mountayns with vynegre? where is 
nowe Paulus Jemilius 7 Where is Julius Ce 
lar: where is Pompeius: Whereare become 
all the other moſt noble pꝛintes: of the Grekes/ 
of the Bomapns / and of other natpons / whole 
names to reherſe/ ſhulde be bothe tedyous and 
tyme loſte⸗ What thyng els remayneth of all 
their maieſty and glozious actes / but onely the 
vapne and fruſtrate talkyng of folkes : pe / and 
fo: the whiche talkyng / they may thanke the fa 
uoure of lerned men; foz it lerned men had nat 
E. ij. wzitten 


Wꝛittẽ their dedes / they ſhulde haue ben fo clene 
foꝛgotten / that vnneth any remebzance ofthem 
wolde haue temapned. Ind pet what fo euer it 
be that temapneth / perteyneth neither to them 
noꝛ to vs. Foz vndouted / it that Alexandzethe 
molt nobleſt of all Þ kynges that we haue nowe 
reherled / ſhulde retourne from Hell and beholde 
the woꝛlde / and ſe how it burueth in ambitious 
deſyzeof wozldly honours / Ithpnke verily he 
wolde laugh andderpdeche vayneand folyſſhe 
ſtudp oz feruent induſtrp of thecomon people / E 
he haupnge good experyence inthole matters / 
wolde laye theſe woꝛdes oꝛ ſuche lpke / as folos 
weth: Whither doth the biynde ertour ol moꝛ⸗ 
tall creatures ſo violently dꝛawe and leadethẽ: 
Ho man regardeth the perkyte good thynges / 
the whiche mape be to them verp pꝛolytable in 
tyme to come / but thynges p be hurtkull / vaine 
and vncertapne / euery man with right great la 
bout ſeketh deſpꝛeth. why do folke ſo leudlp/ 
ſo viwilely- and lo obſtinatlp enbuſp them ſelle 
to be exalted ? Cuerp man map lerne / at the leſt 
wyle by example ol me / that all wozldly digny⸗ 
tees loone decay /and be moſt like vnto cloudes, 
the whiche olte tymes in an hour ſpace / are wot 
to be verp large and bꝛode / and nothyng at all. 
Imp ſeite was ſomtyme the moſt puiſſant and 
mighteſt of allkynges and emperours / was 
neuer ouercome- but was the hygeſt in honour 
of all men. J ſubducd and conquered kynges 
| a 


and natyons innumerable? and the wozlde-by 
me was conquered: Fferched:tho fees} and at 
the laſt J attemeed the clemẽt: Crueip Jhad 
ben foztunate q happp /if Jmyght haue made 
| dethe alſo afrapde: But dethe that ouercometh 


all thynges / dyd ouertome me / pea / with a ly⸗ 
tell feuer; There was neuer bub bit blows vpon 
the water moze ſdonet flaſſthed moꝭ moe in the 
upꝛe moꝛe ſodainly conſumed and gone than all 
that great bzuteof my famous dedes / vanyl⸗ 
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| = fn bye — try — enertg ans 
e woꝛlde ſomtyme fearfully obtytd : Nowe 

am hethat may be bothe deſpyled and hutddfa 
pooꝛʒe page / and can nat reuege me. Somtyme 
' the great wozlde was leſſe than my touetous 
mpnde: but nowe Jamthjliſt i toaiptieveſſelt, 
and. vi. foote ſpace ſuffpſeth me. Dithe onedy 
maketh a ſhewe and a pꝛole of what valuremt; 
nes bodyes be, Somtyme J was of great and 
hyghe eſtate and right goodly to beholde / adoz⸗ 
ned with freſſhe purple apparaple and a bꝛight 
ſhynpng deademe: and nowe Jam molt lothlp 
tolloke on. Here J lye-dzy bare bones e aſſhes. 
what aueyleth me my noble blode and lynage⸗ 
What aueyleth me m gliſtring golden tombe 7 
what good do all theſe curpous buyldynges of 
ſteples vnto me / that neyther can ſe noz feele: 
But nete god my ſoule myght haue dyed vþ 
E. ij. mp bodp 


mybodn: god that after this bodylye dethe / a 
mne ſharper and a greuouſſer dethe ſhulde nas | 
oye isiowed. ButYelas-theimmoztall ſoule 
ino we congttapned to ſuffre payne fozalÞ yuel 
lpuruge ol the bodye. O / howe happy be thep 
that inthepꝛ lyle tyme mape buderſtande theſe 
thenges / the w biche we haue pʒoued / but we 
z Prrgeniig thoſe.thyngeg nowe to late? Thep be 
fenen J ſay be wyſe-the whiche be conten⸗ 
Ae With they2-foztune and Gate / and ſtryue to 
 (ubduen —.— elle / api — 
zudem thauto gouerne other: 
ln übenta enbuſy them ſfelfe to gitte and optepue 
perpetualhengdeme / than this 
ubir gndöndedtage emppꝛe. Heis a a ae 
kyng / chat ſoeuer he be pᷣ tulethj hym leit well, 
What thynge cau be ſpoken moze * — 
this pbatien : and wyat is he that this ſo treme 
«and an ozation / wolde nat feave& with 
aa we from the couetous deſireof honourg 2 -:; 


Ia et 92 
-: Of theneceſſiteof dethe / the whiche 
, ſulkreth nothynge to be durable. 

e e The. v. Chapter, 


Ulle but to many woꝛdes / name⸗ 

le ina thynge mode clerer than the dape 

lyght. Foz why / this is the courſe ot thynges 

nowe a dapes / that whan the olde hiſtozies me; 

tion 02 rehet le any 9898 
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there is no man welnere, that wyll gpuecredece 
therto / han de map ſe betoʒe his face moꝛegre 
uouſer examples than he can rede ot. But tous 
chynge dethe ( bytauſe J ſpaze ont )Jam 
wont (petialiy to ntarueyle howe this ſhuld be/ 
that leinge » nothyrigets lo moche in dur light / 
as dethe is / that nothynge is moze farther out 
of our thought and remembꝛante. Ye and moz- 
tall foltzes ate deducted and dꝛawen out of this 
vocabull of wozde Gon, that is to ſape dethe: 
Wherfoze we can no looner by named Qortafes, 
that is to ſay moꝛtan folk es / but ſoꝛthe with our 
owne eares gyue vs warnynge ok dethe. What 
an oblyupon oꝛʒ a foꝛgettulnes is this: Howe res 
cheles are folkes myndes / pea maye J nat ſape 
howe fonde and frantycke: Haute weno mozeres 
membzaunce? Haue we dꝛonke ſo moche foꝛget⸗ 
fulnes of the ryuer Letheus / that we can nat 

beate thoſe thynges in mynde / p whiche ſhewe 
them felfe and appere ſtyll to vs on euerp ſpde? 
Be we as hit were tones aſtonyed / that theſe 
thynges, the whiche we both ſe and here ſo often 
tymes / can nat moue noꝛ ſtere vs: Can we ſe ſo 
moche as one of the olde woꝛlde alpue: Ind alſo 
we le that cruell dethe ſparethe oꝛ foꝛbeareth no 
kynde of folkes in our tyme. Our foꝛe fathers of 
olde tyme be deed ⁊ gone: And as Citeto ſayth/ 
Chey haue lyued / and without any difference 
we muſte go the lame wap / and other that de to 


come ſhal folow after vs. Ind ſo all we in * 
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of a lwoyſte ryuer rolle in to the Octyan / that is 
to ſay we beallwhyzledin to the pytte of dethe. 
And as Hoꝛate ſapth / One night abideth foz vs 
: And ones we muſte nedes trede the trace ol 
dethe. The funerals of ponge and olde are very 
thycke myngled to geder. And cruel Pzoſerpine 
fozbereth noms, Junumerable people ot yong/ 
olde. and myddel age. dye here and there /ol our 
feloweg / ok our acquayntance of our kyuſfolke, 
frendes/ father / mother / and chyidzen: and we 
our ſelle that muſte nedes dye / he conuerlante a 
mydmonges the hepes of them that dye: And 
al be it that we be bozne vnder p lame condicion, 
that we muſt nedes dye / yet we fearenat dethe. 
Thou ſapeũt/wherfoze doſt thou commande me 
to thynbe on dethe / Jam pet ponge and luſt pe / 
Jam farre from whoze heates / and farre from 
an olde mynzkeled foꝛheed! They ſhulde lyue in 
thought and care foz dzede of dethe / that be olde 
and croked / and ſtoupyng top erthe warde /that 
vaue a lyght ſhakinge heed / nge chekes / 
mall holo me eic /a continuall dzoppynge noſes 
a feme tethe and rotten: the whiche whan they 
haue liued as longe as a crowe/than the rcken 
they2 age vpon theyꝛ ſpugers. J am farre from 
all thele thynges . Dothe nat my yonge blode / 
that courageth myne batte and ſppꝛytes / my 
ſtronge armes and bygge lides / and al my bo 
luſty and in good lykynge / bydde me to hope 
ter longe lyle ? But J pzap the — god 
: ꝛomi 


pꝛomiſed to þ either whoze heares 02 wiinkpyls 2 
I thou ſe no man dye but olde folkes/thaniue 
caxeles / and haue no mynde of dethe vntyll the 
tyme that thou haue whoze heres 4 Winkpyls , 
But if that dethe do ſteale vpon folkes of cuery 
age / it deth ſtrangle them that be nat pet bozne, 
nat ſlepng them / but temoupng them from like: 
If dethe plucke the chudꝛen away that ſucke on 
their mothers bꝛeaſtis: It dethe ſnatche away 
laddes and gyrles: Jf dethe pulle away yonge 
men and mapdẽs: It dethe ſlee myghty ſtroge 
men: It dethe attrappe olde men: and fynally 
if deth ſpareth no petlon o no maner conditions 
age / ſtrengthe / noz beautpe / ſuppoſeſte thou hit 
wyll fozbeare the onely aboue all other: It is foz 
certayne/ that an olde man can nat lpue longe. 
And thou that arte a yonge man mallt ſone dye. 
And loke howe certapne and ſure an olde man is 
to dye / euen ſo vntertapne and vnſure a ponge 
man is to lyue. There is no mã lo olde but that 
he map liue one dap loger ; Noz there is no man 
ſo yonge that can aſſute hym ſeite to lpue frome 
mozowe tyll nyght. And toz a trouthe / ił thou 
marke it well / thou ſhalte fynde that che mooſt 
parte that dye be ponge folkes. Ind al be it that 
whoze age hath alwape been ſcarle/ yet was hit 
neuer moze ſcatler / noʒ moʒe diſpiſed than hit is 
now a dayes. Howe many canſt thou ſhewe me / 
that haue lyued (J ſap nat ſo longte as Cython / 


Heſtoꝛ / Sibyl/ o Mathuſale) but an hundzed 
F yeres? 


eres: yea howemany be there that lyue. lx. yes 
reg: Fozſothe ſcatſly one amonge a thouſande. 
And howe ſhoꝛte a tyme is it? And yet thou ſeeſt 
howe fewe cometherto: ſo frag ll oz bzyttpll/ ſo 
vncertapne / and lubiecte to ſo manptoldechan⸗ 
ces is the lyfe o man, Wylte thou good Joyce 
haue ok this thynge a clere and a commodious 
ſimilitude oz figure? Beholde how in the begyn⸗ 
nynge of the pere thou ſeeſt à tree floʒyſſhe / and 
is ſo replenyſſhed ozloden with flowers oz blol⸗ 
ſoms/ that the trunke oz body therof can nat be 
leen / and ſcarlly the leaues: the whiche tree ſe; 
meth tobzynge fozth moze plentie of krute than 
the tree is able to beate. But pet ofalthis great 
nombze of bloſſoms very fewe pꝛoue: foz ſome 
of them be coztupted x diſtroped with wozmes/ 
ſome with ſpyders / and (ome with wynde and 
wether are beaten downe. And the frute that re 
mayneth/ whan the bloſſoms be gone / by lytell 
and lyttell waxe greatter. Ind than (J pzayP) 
do they al hãge ſtyl tyl they be rypez No truely, 
Manp of them be wozme eaten / ſome the wpnd 
and wether beateth downe / ſome by great ſtoꝛ⸗ 
mes are cozrupted and rotted / and ſome other 
by other miſchaunce are diſtroped. In lo moche 
that at p•̊ laſte / where thou hopelt to haue great 
abundance ot᷑ frute / vnneth thou getherelt thze 
02 foure appulles: Noz mans lyke dothe periſhe 
with no lelle intonueniences. There be a thous 
ſande maner of ſyckeneſſes/a thouſands chices. 
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oz otcaſions of deth.a thouſande maner ok mur⸗ 
thers / and a thouſande ſoztes of ſnares / that 
dethe lapeth foz vs: thꝛough the whiche mo dye 
than by auncientnes and tyme. And ſeynge tha 
that our life is ſubiecte to lo many and great pe⸗ 
rylles : beholde J pꝛay the / howe wytleſſe and 
bꝛapneſicke we be / that liue as though we ſhuld 
neuer dyxz we be tight careful foz thoſe thyngis 
that pertapne nothpnge to vs: but that thynge 
that ſhulde inſtructe vs agaynſte dethe / we care 
nat foze. What if one kynge that hathe moꝛtall 
warre with an nother / knewe nat fo2 certayne 
how nere his ennemie were / but hauyng know⸗ 
lege and vnderſtandpag by ſpyes /that he ſhuld 
lye in embuſhemẽt nat farre o/ whan he ſawe 
conuenient tyme / how he wolde ruſhe out vpon 
hym. Troweſt thou that he in this caſe wolde 
mynde the buyldynge of bathes / oz to pzepare 
a bankette / oʒ to wedde a wyfe! But that he 
wolde rather imagyn hdwe to augment his ar⸗ 
mpe / to caſt a bulwatke/to make good watche / 
and to mynde his armour ⁊ wepens / and other 
thynges belongynge to warte / wherby he may 
defende hym from inualyon / and alſo diſcomfite 
his ennemie z Ind fo2 this wyl he care fozemoze 
diligẽtly / foꝛ as moche as he knoWeth nat what 
tyme /n02 on whiche ſyde the buſſhement wyll 
bꝛeake out vpon hym. But deth / our chiele ens 
nempe / in euery place / and at all tymes of our 
age / hath layde a thoulande maner of imbuſhe⸗ 
. F. ij. mentes 


mentes to attrappe and diſceyue bs, And yet in 
the meane tyme a goddes name.weſtande gaus 
tynge and daryng at ryches / we lede a to derely 
cherylſhe our bodies / and ſeke fo rule and mays 
ſter ſhypde. But and we wolde at all tymes cons 
\pde the vaſtedfaſtneſſe and wauerpng of this 
dilceit full lyfe / and howe that dethe (pil conti⸗ 
nually hangethe ouer vs / we ſhulde dꝛyue into 
our owne eares / that that p̊ pꝛophet ſapd vnto 
the lycke kynge / Dyſpoſe thy houſe / foz thou 
ſhalte dye: than incontinent all theſe thynges / 
whiche to out great hurte ſeme lauoꝛp x lwete / 
woloe waxe bytter and ſo wer / and thole that we 
thyntze tyght pꝛetcious / wolde ſeme vyle and ly⸗ 
tell wozth ; and thoſe that we repute nobull and 
gay thynges / wold appere foule and vagoodly, 
So lyghtelp one thoughte oz inwarde remems 
bzanceof dethe-perſuadeth vs to ſet naught by 
All wozldly thynges . Othou couetous man / to 
what ende 02 entent doſt thou gether luche abun 
daunce of golde? Dethe is at thy backe tedy to 
ſnatche all away, why doſteY pzepare ſo many 
great fardelles fo: ſo ſhozte a tourney? Haſt thou 
koꝛgotte what happend to the foole that the gols 
pell ſpeaketh of 2 To whom / reioilpnge that yis 
barnes were full of coʒne / and pzomitynge hym 
ſelfe many greatte pleaſures/ hit was ſapde: 
Thou fole, this ſame night thou ſhalt be ſlapn. 
and than who ſhall be mayſter of thy goodes 7 
O thou mooſt foolyſſhe 02 vawple kelowe / — 
olle 


doſt thou inclyne 02 ſekeſt fo2 ſo madde oꝛ buſteds 
kaſte iopes / pe with ſo greatte rebuke oʒ blame: 
Lo / beholde deth is euen at hade / redy to turne 
theſe ſo foule ſhoꝛt and leude luſtes of the body ⸗ 
in to euerlaſtyng pame and turment. thou 
that ſekeſt to beate a rule / to be in hygh auctoꝛi⸗ 
te / and to raigne royally aloſte / what an bngras 
tious deſpꝛe ſtereth the therto : Loke,ſeeſt thou 
nat that deth is at thy doze/ the whiche fro this 
byghe aſtate wyll thꝛowe the heedlynge to the 
groũde: as it were a hutle wynde / it wyll beare 
oʒ carie awap bothe the and all thyne: Wherſoze 
Radulphus Agricola dydde nat onelye ryghte 
counnyngeip / but alſo as verytably oz ttewipe 
endyte as foloweth. 


Dethe ouetthꝛo d deth and dyſtroyetß all thynge 
And,aff chat is boꝛne muſt nedes decay 

Oneſp vertue ſhalt neuer haue endynge 

And good actes oꝛ dedes ſpalf endure ald day. 


'H? what thyng elles remapneth / at the 
extreme and molt greuous poynteof our 
lyfe but onelp vertue:? Than the membꝛes lan⸗ 
guylſhe / and the colour of the blode and the lyke 
to gether vanyſhe awap / the viſage dyeth with 
a deedly wanne colour / the ctes that a lyttell bes 
foze were lo quicke and lyuelp of ſyght / are than 
abſcured with perpetual darkenes: and fynally 
all the holle body comcth colde without any ſens 

F. iii. ſpbleneg 


fpblenes: than the miſerable ſoule- on whome 
as one deſtitute lpeth all the weyght of the bus 
ſynes.ſhalbe dꝛawen to that inexoʒable place of 
iugemẽt to make a counte and gyue a tet enyng 

howe and in what maner it hath mynpſtred all 
thynges. what J ſay ſhall than remayne of all 

thy woꝛldly tyches / honours / and poſſeſſions 

the whiche to gette together thou dyddeſt con⸗ 
ſume all thy lyfe dayes On whom than wylte 
chou ſeke foz ſuccout and helpe : Omplerable 
wꝛetche / to whom wylt thou go? Whether wylt 
thou flee: To thy rycheſſe:? Helas they can no⸗ 
thynge helpe the / and thoughe they coude- yet 

ure they than in other mens poſſeſſion. Wylte 
thou go to thy voluptuous pleaſures'? Theſe 

lyke as they betoyned to the bodye / ſo they dye 

to gether with the body. Wylte thou flee to thy 

luſty and valyant ponge age: Ah euery mans 

olde age is deeth to his youthe, Wylte thau flee 

to thy comely ſhappe and beautye- the whiche 

very late made the pꝛoude / and entyced euerpe 

bod pe to loue the? This thynge alſo lpke ag a 

role nypte 02 plucte from the ſtalke fadeth / ſo to 

gether by det he it wythereth all awap , Wythes 

rethe away quod J/nay J map ſaye hit fadeth 

away in to a gryſely vglynes. Foz neuer none 

loued ſo well the fozme and ſhappeof alyupnge 

creature, as he abhoꝛreth Þ coꝛs 02 carkis of one 

that is deed, Wylt thou ronne to thy olde glozy 7 

This th yge allo lyke as I haueſayd ay 

INT awap 


away btterly whi thou dyeſt, Finally to whom 
wylte thou cal and crye ſoʒ helpe, Wplte thou go 
tothefelowlhpp of thy frendes- clas ſome of 
them as ſoone as foztune leaueth the / they go 
theyz way/lpke as (walowes do whan ſommer 
is goone: and the other / i any remapne ſtyl thy 
krendes / can nat come to helpe the. And what 
can it auaple oz helpe the/it thy myſerable fren⸗ 
des wayle and knockeon theyz bzeaſtes / ik they 
{cratche theyꝛ vilages / if they wepynge at thy 
funerall wolde ſhedde all they blode turned into 
tearis,02 if foz thy ſake they wolde rounne mad, 
oz lleethem ſelfeto beare the companyez They 
may ſo hurtethem ſelle / but they can nat delp⸗ 
uer the. Be wyſe alſo and conſyder thy ſtate and 
condition betymes / pzepare and haue in a redi⸗ 
nes thoſe thynges / with whiche thou beinge foz 
tified thou mapſte careleſſe oʒ without dꝛede as 
byde the laſte day , Thoughe tyches / pleaſure / 
and noblenes were both certayne and pfitable/ 
whiche thynge is farre contrarie / yet vndouted 
to one that dyeth they are a heup burden. But 
than vertue begynneth to be pzofytable, And 
ſurely iftheſe woꝛldly thynges wolde neuer leue 
vs / yet muſte we nedes toꝛgo them: but vertue 
neuer koʒlaketh our copany,noz to helpe vs, 


That the wozlde is both mi⸗ 
ſerable and ſcelerous. The 
Seuenth chaptre. 


12% derely ꝑceiueſt good Joyce: 
howe falſe 02 diſceiuable/howe flittyng / 
and howe peſtilente the goodes of this woꝛlde 
be (if they of right may be called goodes) nowe 
contrarye wyſe / J wyl declare to the in fewe 
wozdes/theplles that come of them. Parauẽ⸗ 
tute in tyme paſt it was no wonder / though we 
were plucked and dꝛawen with peine out ofthis 
woꝛlde / whan it flouryſhed as it were in youth: 
but nowe excepte we diſteyue our lelfe / in what 
thynge may the woꝛlde diſteyue vs? what euer 
and as many ſlaughtets / murthers. rums /and 
diltructions / that chaũced oꝛ tell on mankynde 
in tyme paſt / ſome at one tyme and ſome at a no 
ther / they aſſayle and enuade vs in our dayes 
all on a heape at ones / as warres / detthe / ſcars 
ſpte / penurp, barrenneſſe / and many a ſtrange 
ſickenes! Yea what puell oꝛ miſchieke is it / that 
we haue nat ſeen ĩour daies: I am nowe.xxiiii. 
peres olde / and in al this ſeaſon the warte neuer 
ſtynted. Hit wolde ſeme that Sylla were tome 
agayne with his parttall parte takyng / oz cedis 
tion. And whiche ſo euer of the parties dothe 
ouercome wel Þ wotte the countrey is ſubdued/ 
and gyltleſſe dothe ſuffre great affiiction, What 
miſerable examples of penurie i fampne haue 
we leen: in ſo moche that many haue liued with 
beaſtes foode / and many haue died fo2 very hun 
ger. Ind as the wozlde gothe nowe / a man had 
nede to haue the riches of byng „ 

pero; 


i 


pet foz all that /he ſhal with great ſparynge and 
nigatdeſhyp (cantly finde his houle holde. Ind 
farther: Jputthecaſethat thou thy ſelfedoſte 
lyue welchply ; yet cuerpthyngeis ſo fulof cala 
mite / that to here the lamentations / and to ſe 
the mileries wherin other creatures are wꝛet⸗ 
chediye wzappedde / ſhall make the myſerable, 
Moe ouer / the ſedes of all myſchpefes are ſo 
ſpzouted out / that nowe in our dapes we paſſe 
and farre excede p iron age/wherof men ſange a 
thouſande yercs ago. 


¶ Of ſturdy indurace iron iße beſte age framed v vas. 
Than pꝛe ſed in all miſchiefe ee v voꝛlde rounde about 

v vhiche of a v voꝛſe metall Nature dyd compaſſe 

Fo: ſpamefaſines  trouth v vuß faytße v dere dzinen ont, 
In V Poſe ſtede came in an Vngratious route 

Subtyſte, falſpode, mayntt nance and diſceyte 

Eche one to diſceyue otßet that lye in a d dayte 


C v dich couetous that caytyfe to catePe ißat catche may 
y robexy and eptoztion theyꝛ lpues fo to ſeade 

Eche one of other ſtandynge in a frayt 

The fatßer of his ſonne ſtandeth in feare g dꝛede 

One bꝛotßer of an other can ſcantly truſie to ſpede 

In Methamoꝛphoſeos ye may te de thts v varſte 

In Junuenaſf aſſo, (fat moche noble clarkte. 


¶ wsiche ſaxth , hoe the v voꝛlde that We line i nod de 
Js v voꝛs than the iron v voꝛlde that men 7 ſo tal 
975 Fo 


Fot nature coude neuer fynde the meanes yet ho d de 
That any name of metall mynßt aptly no d de fult 

To cal this Woꝛlde bi his nie Whiege Wolde is Worſt of af 
Woꝛſe than iron v voifde, of coper 02 of bꝛaſſe . 

This v voꝛlde is the Wetcſed d doilde that ener d das. 


C fot if it d dere ſounde that a man no d de a dayes 
Wolde limo v vlege the gauge oz pledge to ſym layde 
Dt delyuet agayne, v han the pattye hym praps, 

A bagge of money, that v das to hym conuayde 

In truſte foꝛ to lie pe, and truely agapn tepaide 

Ir mygßt v velny be enrolde, g v dꝛytten for a v dondet 
That couetous and money coude ſo depatte a ſonder. 


C So v vonderfull it v ve re and ſo prodigious 

That it might d vel be regeſtred, and tipely entolde 

Of che Tuſcans, among they tecoꝛdes ſuperfſhtions 
Engroſſed v dich enchantementes meruailous to be tolde 
Pꝛonoſtycatyntze d v hat thynge ſo euer they v dolde 

Py piocutation of a ſambe that cro vð dne d there v vas 
Amonge them to hrynge ſuc e v vonders to paſſe. | 


C Of true and faytßfull people the nombre is ſo ſmak 
*Eþat Itto d de there be ſcante ſo many good men 

As (Thebes tþe cyte had gates about tßeyꝛ v vall 

v vhiche had but. vii gates as authors me lien 

v vdhiche nombꝛe map eaſely be d ꝛyten d ditß a pen 
Or as there be but. Vii. paſſages of Nilus that flode 
vnnetß may be founde ſo many true men and good. 


what 


what wylte thou do in p wozlde/ if thou canſt 
nat noz halt nat the caſt to foʒſ were th ſelt / noz 
toymagin fraude and gyle / no2 to diſcepue thy 
neighboure / noz to ſteale and bzibez But thou 
lap / what haue J to do with theſe wozldly ma 
ners and yuell cuſtomes : All my care is onely 
to lyue ttewlp and rightouſly , If all thy care 
be tolyue rightouſly / loke than that thou gete 
thelightlye out of this wozlde / foz the woꝛlde a 
vertue wyllinno Wyſe agree together, Thou 
myghteſt (ay that I led / if he that is the very 
frende of vertue dyd nat ſay / that all the woꝛlde 
is lette on wyckedneſſe. Noz thou ſhuldeſt nat 
ſaye ſmpling to thy ſelte: What ſo euer other do 
parteyneth nothyng to me: Jcarebut foʒ myn 
owne ſelfe. Truelp (wete J oyte / thou art clene 
wyde and out of the wape: foz it ſkylleth greats 
lye with whom thou doeſt leade thy lyfe- foz the 
diſeſes of the ſoule ſpzaule abꝛode oz infect none 
otherwpyſe / than the cotagious maladies of the 
body do. Thete is nothyng moze perylous thi 
pucllcompany , Admptte it be ſo/ that thou lo⸗ 
ueſt vertue aboue allthynges ; and wylte accõ⸗ 
pany the with an vngratious caytife: How lõge 
ſhall it be oz thou maycſt reduce hym to thy ma⸗ 
nets: yea / he ſhall rather (as we be gyuen and 
enclyned naturally to yll) coxrupte the with his 
venome / and enkect the with his ſcabbed curſeds 
neſſe / and mate the lyke hym in condycion- and 


at the laſte / the comon pꝛouerbe ſhalbe verifyed 
G. U. on pou 


on you twayne / that is / Byꝛdes ok onecoloure 
ſlye togeder. But thou ſapeſt who ſhall dꝛiue 
02 compell me to leade mp lyfe with an vngrati⸗ 
ous and a myſcheuous felo toe: Doſt thou alke 
that queſtion: I tell the thyne age and nedefull 
bulpneſſe: farthermoze that vngentyll ſhame 
kaſtneſſe: but pet ot trouthe / it is moſt parte in 
menok gentyll mynde and coꝛage: Ind laſtly / 
the vnwoꝛthy condycions of thy felo weg. It Þ 
be requyred to go make good chere / 02 to do 02 
play ſome other leude pꝛanke / it boteth 02 auey 
leth the nat to excuſe the by ſome bulpneſſe / 02 
els that thou arte acraſed/fo2 though y [were it 
on a boke /thou ſhalte nat be beleued: #eyther 
they wyll note the foz a nygarde oz els fo a flog 
uen. What wylt thou do: Parauenture bpcauſe 
thou woldeſt nat be ſo noted / thou wylte folowe 
theyz mynde and entente. wWhan pe come to the 
tauerne 02 bꝛothell houſe / there euery man hath 
his wenche. I tell it that is mooſt honeſt / J am 
alhamed to reherte they? other fylth ye dedes: 
and pet they be nat aſhamed to comptte and da 
them manp tymes and ofte. Than they begyn 
to ſtrpue and crake who may dꝛynke beſt: And 
hethat can dꝛynke mooſte / is the merpeſt / the 
gapeſt / and the iolpeſt felowe , Than what is it 
that dzonkennes wyll nat pꝛouoke 02 cauſe to be 
done? Than Pythyas ſemethe moche fayzer. 
Than Chꝛemes is farremoze meryer, And it is 
bothe trewely and commonly lapde: that aus 
ou 


out good meates ⁊ dꝛynkes / bodylp luſt waxeth 
colde. And whan they be wery ol dꝛynkyng and 
bankettynge / than they fall to reuelpnge and 
daunſynge, Than whoſe minde is ſo wel oꝛdꝛed 
lo ladde / ſtable / and conſtant / that theſe wanton 
daunſynges / the lwyngynge ok the armes / the 
(weteſowne of the inſtrumentes / and feminie 
ſyngynges / wolde nat coꝛrupte / ouertome / and 
btterly mollifie ? pe and farther p balades that 
they ſynge be ſuche / that they wolde kendell vp 
thecozageof the olde and colde Laomedon / and 
Neſtoz, And whan the mynſtrell dothe make a 
lygne to ſtynte / than if thou do nat kyſſe her / 
that thou leadyng by the hande dyddeſt daunce 
with, thou ſhalte be taken foʒ a ruſtical oz an vp 
{andylhe vyllayne without any good maners 02 
nurture, Ok the other ſpoztes and playes/the 
whichearemoze ſhamefull than theſe / and ins 
uented onely foʒ bodplye luſte and wantonnes/ 
I wyl nat ſpeake. wolde to god they wolde no 
mote ble them. Itthou ſhuldeſt refuſe to do any 
ok theſethynges / and woldeſt aſſaye to do ſome 
thyngeof moꝛe ſadues and pꝛudence / they wyll 
eſteme and counte the vnmanerly / cloubbyſſhe / 
kro warde / and cleane contrarpe to all mennes 
myndes. And to the entent that thou woldeſt el⸗ 
thewe that blemyſhe oꝛ blame / O what fylthy 
actes doſt thou tommitte. So thus while thou 
woldeſt lie and eſchewe hatred, while thou arte 


alhamed to be reputed waywarde 0z frowarde⸗ 
G. lij. while 


Shile thou arte aſhamed in dede to ſeme oz be a 
Iyttcll ſhamefaſt (as ſaynte Aguſtyne ſapthe) 
thou doſt fozgette al ſhame! And wha thou arte 
enfected with like ſcourfe and ſcabhe / than thou 
endeuoureſt thy ſelfe and goſte about to enkecte 
other. But admytte thou doſte nat accompany 
with no wicked oꝛ ſynfull captyfe ( whiche were 
a thynge of great meruaple) pet the poyſon of 
the maladie oz ſickenes is wont nat onely with 
touchynge / that is to ſape concactu, wherof the 
maladies oꝛ dyſeaſes be called contagia, but alſo 
with beholding to crepe and enfecte one. Foz the 
holle and ſounde eies with beholdyng oz lokyng 
on ſoze eyes take hurte. Ind verply J ſuppoſe/ 
that the eies be the chiefeoccaſionof al lewde en 
tytementes that pꝛouoke and ſtere vs to filthy 
ſynne, Therfoze moſt gentyll Joyce as thou des 
ſpꝛeſt thynowne welthe / lokethat thou fler and 
eſchewe this ſtabbed and ſcuruy company:and 
dzawe vnto them / by whoſe conuerſation thou 
mapſt amende thy lyfe, | 


what felycyte is in ſolytaty lyfe. 
The eEpght Chapter 


Abe hit that J ſuppoſe that J 
1 haue ſpoken ot the fozeſaydthinges ſufs 
kictently, pet tothe entent that thou ſhuldeſt nat 
onely with a good wyll but alſo iopfully ſkyppe 
from the woꝛlde and ronne to 2 
1 ap/ 


lay / nat ſo moche hatynge 02 agreued with the 
pls of Þ wozlde-as deſy2ous of our delicious ples 
ſures, me thynzke it were nat inconuenient to res 
herſe nowe in fewe woꝛdes / the commodites of 
our lyfe, whiche thynge to do, it behoueth me to 
be bzefe, both bycauſe I haue ſpent moche tyme 
labour / and paper, in ſtraptip dyſtuſſpug ot the 
pucls and calamites of this wozlde, and pet the 
greatnes therofrequireth moche moze tha hath 
ben ſpoken (fo in maner no woꝛdes oz tyme ot 
communication to diſcuſſe it /coude ſuffiſe ) and 
cke bycauſe me thoughte thou beganſt to ware 
wery of my babblynge, and alſo bycauſe thoſe 
thyngis are mote eaſily percciuedtha declared. 
Therfoze I wolde rather Þ thou ſhuldeſte lerne 
them by expertence than by mp dcclarynge,and 
rather to ſerchethemout thyſelf thã to be pſwa 
ded, Howe \wete Joyce withdzawe the lyght⸗ 
ly fro the troubloug buſynes of this woꝛlde and 
come to vs. And than at laſt thou ſhalt percetue 
and ſe howe farre the falſe and diſcepuable pꝛoſ⸗ 
perite of the woꝛlde doth differ fro very felicyte, 
and howe karte our labours and trauayles do 
paſſe and excel thy delites. A ſay thou ſhalte vns 
derſtande and percepueit-lyke as one were was 
kedoutof his ſlepe, the whiche all the while he 
flepeth-ſuppoſynge that the imaginations and 
phantaſics/that appere to hym in his llepe / be 
true /he reiopteth he dꝛedeth/he exhalteth hym 
elke / and is moued with a thouſand alfectioas. | 


, » 
Pp 


But as ſoone as the ſlepe is goone / he than per, 
teputth / that he was deluded and mocked with 
imaginations / yea and he hym ſelte laugheth 

at his dꝛemes: So lyke wife whan thou ſhalte 
clercly pcepue and vnderſtãde the felicite of our 
inſtitution o2 lyfe, O howe ofte than / whan the 
dꝛeames of thy fozmer lyke tome to thy remem⸗ 
bzance / and beinge awaked out of that wozldlp 
ſlombꝛe / wylte thou ſape: A good loʒde/ was Þ 
euer ſo farre beſpde my ſelfe / that any of theſe 
trifylgs delpted me? aue ſuche phautaſpes in 

tymes palled of falſe and vayne goodes ſo raup⸗ 
d my mynde & wytte / that no deſyꝛe ok thyn⸗ 

ges that be good in dede / coude entre in to me⸗ 
\Therfoze nowe good Joice / it thou be a ſlepe/a⸗ 
wake / excepte thou haddeſt leauer be happp in 
dꝛeamynge than happy in dede. It thou nappe 
a littell / open thyn ties and ſhake hit ot / leſt the 
depe llepe ſteale vpen the. But in caſe that thou 

be awaked / as J ſuppoſe thou att / than liſt the 
example ot ſlepers / ozels the violence ot᷑ ſlepe ps 
ſwade the therto: hye the as faſte as thou tanſt 

out ot᷑ this lande ot Babylon / full of dꝛeameg 

ſhado mes: and getÞ apaſe to out Hietuſalem. 

hy loktſt thou behynde the; why ſtaggereſt⸗ 

hp doſt thou ſta pe oꝛ ſtande any whyle: Hit is 

alwape hurtfull / as Lucan ſayth, to differre oʒ 

pꝛolonge thelethynges foꝛthe / that be redy pꝛe⸗ 
pared. Go to / bꝛeake ot᷑ all delapes: fe it is nat 

aiyght oz a triſlynge buſyncſſe⸗/ * in 
| ande 
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hande with / the matter concerncth oz toucheth 
thy loule:the whiche is ſo woꝛthy and ſo noble 
athynge / p toz the welthe therof thou oughteſt 
nat only to leaue and foʒſake thole thingis/ that 
thou loueſt mooſte derelp / but alſo wyllyngly to 
take on the and ſuffre mooſt harde and greuous 
peyne and trauaple. If an cxcellente and a per⸗ 
fette counnynge philption wolde lap toone that 
were ſicke and vnlyke to eſcape dethe: Suffte a 
lytell whue / and J wyll reſtoze the to thy helthe 
agayne: Tell me what rough handlyng / peyns 
full touchynge / greuous thzowes/wold he with 
ryghte good wyll endute: He wolde ſuffre his 
lymmes to be tozren and haled with boyſtoug 
iron inſtrumentes/to be launced/cutte / burned / 
and a thouſande other wapes paynefullye han⸗ 
dled / yea he wolde luffre ſome peyncs / that be 
moze greuous than the very dethe / to thende to 
eſcape dethe / and a lyttell whyle pꝛolonge His 
wꝛetched lyfe. O good loꝛde / ſYuide any thynge 
ſeme greuoꝰ to p to ſuffre/that p mygyteſt thers 
by eſchewe the dethe of thy loule/yta deth euer⸗ 
laũpnge : It the chaunte ſtoode ſo/ that thou 
mul nedes choſe one ot thele two conditions / ei⸗ 
ther to ſuffrc thy body to be titane txtincted. and 
vtterly diſtroyed / p thy loule myghte lyue cuers 
laſtyngly: cls by dithe ot thy ſoule to opteine 
Iyfe of thy body: I beleue thou woldeſt nat take 
longe aduiſement / cxcept thou were moꝛe mad⸗ 
der tha any franticke ma / but that thou woldeſt 
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quickely choſe rather the perpetuall lyfe of the 
ſoulc-thanthe very ſhozte lyfe of the body. Ind 
therfoze tell me good Joyce / wylt thou nat lyue 
both bleſſedly and perpetually 7 Hit were great 
maruapyle but thou woldeſt / koz what is he that 
wolde nat! But thou wylt lay: By what meane 
may Jopteyne to lpue alwape bleſſedly: Go to / 
Ap2ay the, beholde what a great thyng with a 
lyttell labour thou mapſt come by. To optepne 
this thynge / thou nedeſt nat to flye in the ape 
with Dedalus wynges / noz to trauaple x paſſe 
the daungerous ſees / noz to take on hande the 
pepnefull labours of Hercules /noz to leape in to 
the fyꝛe / noz no man wpll cõſtrapne the / that foz 
this thynge thou ſhuldeſt hale x teare thy lyms 
mes /noz ſice thy ſelfe. Fpnallp / who wolde (aye 
that the martyꝛs in olde tyme were peuiſhe / the 
whicheon hope and truſtcof this felicite- wolde 
nat denye 02 refuſe any maner peynes 02 cruel 
turmẽtes / no, nat the verydetheto be hardeoz 
greuous to them: Take hede J pꝛapthe / howe 
abundantiy our benigne and lyberall loꝛde hath 
beſtowed his gyftes vpon vs / and againe, how 
eaſye and lyght his commaundementes be, He 
pꝛomiſed euerlaſtinge felicite to them that haue 
delerued deth. what thing can be moze benigne 
02 bountifull than this pꝛomiſe: pe and what is 
moze ſure and certeyne! But nowe / what dothe 
he commaunde the to do:? Foꝛſothe nothynge/ 
but ß in the meane tyme thou ſhuldeſt dyligetly. 
| pzepare 
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p2epare and make thy ſelke redye to retepue fo 
great and fo excellent a gytte? Thou wylt aſke 
me/by what way this ſhulde be done? No man 
can recctue the very kelicite / ſo long as hc is poſs 
ſelſcd and holden in captyuyte and thzaldome of 
falſe fclycite  Wylte thou lyue cucrlaſtyngecly 7 
Than loke that thou lyue well. Wylt thou entre 
in to paradiſe: Than loke that thou foʒſake this 
woꝛlde: fo2 as it is molt miſchietull / ſo it is moſt 
troublous and peynefull, Doſt thou delyze and 
couet to be iopned to god? Than ſe that thou en⸗ 
deuoir the to be out of the dyuels ſnares, Doſte 
thou loue trewe rycheſſe:? Than thꝛowe awaye 
from the / the falſe, Jf thou haue delpte in very 
honours : lcaue thy ſekynge foꝛʒ the falſe, what 
moze 7 Doeſt thou loue very trewe beatytude 7 
Lokethan Þ thou fozſake theſc ſwete trauailes / 
yea Þlabozous (Wetencs of this wozide. What 
thynge is moze ſofter oꝛ eſyer than theſe pꝛecep⸗ 
tes: Who ſo euer kepethe them / ſhall haue very 
felicite foz his rewarde: and the kepyng of gods 
des commaundementes is the begynnyngeof 
fclycytye, Is thoughe hecommaunded thus: 
Leaue to be wꝛetched / that ye may be welthye: 
Laue to be ſeruãtis, that pe may eniop liberte. 
O, What a great dyffetence is betwene goddes 
cõmandementes and the dyuels: O / Howe cons 
traryly they ſttyue and contende to gether ? Foz 
alter the diuel hath caught vs on his hoke with 
a lyttell bayte of falle delectation: O good lozde, 
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into what hozrour 02 bglynes-into what filthys 
nes / and into what myleries dothe he caſte vs: 
And at length / whan he hath deluded and moc⸗ 
ked vs his fpl / he ſtrãgleth vs. God by very litel 
and ſhoꝛt ſolicitudes and gretes (the whiche we 
ſuffrenat thꝛough any faute of Þ thynges / but 
thꝛoughe out owne faute )leadeche vs to toy in⸗ 
credible-andatlength he gyueth vs the blille of 
heuen, The dyuels pꝛomotion is dilceytefull/ 
his warfate is ſower / and his wages (whiche 
as the ſcripture dothe witnes is deth) is mooſte 
ſower ok all. Goddis obligation is faithfull and 
ſure; the longer that his warre endurethe / the 
ſweter and moꝛe plelant hit is: and his wagis / 
whiche is bleſſed immoꝛtalite / is mooſt ſweteſt 
of all. Thelyfeof them that folowe the diuell is 
wꝛetched / the deth moze wzetched / x after dethe 
à lyłe mooſte wzetched of all. But to goddig ſer⸗ 
uantes the lite is welthy / the deth moze welthp / 
and after deth foloweth a lyfe moſte welthy and 
bleſſed of all. Who wolde nat mooſte gladlp / yea 
and frely matze warre vader ſo eaſye # ſo liberal 
acapitapne / whiche puttethe vs to ſo ſwetelas - 
bours: It thou gyue but lyttell credence tomy 
wozdes/harketo hymerhoztynge vs /p can nat 
diſceyue ( foz what leaſynge can trouthe make: 
Take mp pocke vpon pou / and ye ſhal fynde reſt 
foz pour ſoules: foʒ my yocke is ſwete / and my 
butthen lyghte. What ioye troweſte thou / after 
they? victozie / ſhall they W — 
| eulen 


heuen euerlaſtyngly / with mooſte highe renow⸗ 
med pompe/to whom the labour of the warfare 
here is ſo delectable:? Bowe pleaſante ſhall that 
happpe libertie be / ił his pocke be lwete to vs: 
A wote well there be ſome that wyll take fo a 
woder/ theſe woꝛdes that J haue laide: but vn⸗ 
doubted they be ot that ſame loꝛʒte / wh iche molt 
lyke vnto bzute beaſtis / deme all felicite to reſte 
and be in the taſte ol the mouthe and pleaſure of 
the bealy. Hit is harde to make ſuche to beleue / 
that the labours / wher vpõ the lyke of religious 
perſons is employed / be neyther greuous /noz 
heup 02 peyntull / but rather plealant ⁊ iocunde. 
But ſeinge ſuche felowes wyll nat beleue p very 
trouthe / J wolde they ſhulde ſerche and make a 
Noke therof them ſelfe, Ind on peyne ok my lyke 
they ſhall nat be diſceyued / ſo that they do they 
veſte / and aſſape hit as they dught to do. What 
ik hit irke oꝛ greue them to make a pꝛoke? Than 
truelye I wolde that they ſhulde gyue credence 
tothoſechat haue pꝛoued religion, Foz ſothe J 
dure affyʒme it with an othe / that euery thynge 
in religion is full of pleaſure, Nothinge is moꝛe 
plentitul oꝛ abundant thã our pouerte / nothfge 
is moꝛe reftfull than our labour oz trauaple / our 
abſtinence and faſtynge is ryght ſuffiſant / our 
narowe oz ſtrayte rowme-1s to vs large / wyde / 
and bꝛode / our watchyng is to vs mote gladder 
than any lepe, But # I ſchulde [were this vpon 


a boke: pet ſome wolde nat beleue me: Pea they 
H. iij. wolde 


wolde deme me / iopning thoſe lo contrarp thyns 
ges together / no wyler than Hethat wolde go 
about to pꝛoue that the darkeneſſe is lyght / and 
thelight darkenes / that the fire is colde and the 
water hotte. But what ſhulde one lape totheſe 
beaſtlye creatures / the whiche haue no reaſon / 
no2 they vnderſtande no higher than the cozpo- 
rall ſenſis:? well / pet J wyll nat leaue them ſo: 
Thep muſte be allured and dzawen with lome 
Argumet / very familiar and playne tothcir vn⸗ 
derſtandynge / that by thole thynges / the whi⸗ 
che vnto them be mooſt notable / they maye cons 
iecte what theſe thynges be / of the whiche they 
haue but ſmallknowlege, Let vs trayne them 
in to the countrep /oꝛ els if that be greuous vuto 
them / let vs go nere home to the hauen / and call 
to vs one ot the mariner s / whiche we wyll / and 
ſay; Come hither good felowe / is nat thelabour 
and toylynge that thou haſte a ſhypbourde very 
greuous t peynetull to the: No ſayth he / it is a 
pleaſure, Howe ſhulde that be: Foz in this mas 
ner gettyng ok thy lyußge / lemeth to be mo and 
greatter incõmodites than in any other. Hit is 
treuthe ſaythe he, But than on the tother ſyde / 
there be manp thynges that greately encozage 
and comfoꝛte me. Iyꝛſt / what thyng is it / that 
ſwete luker oꝛ wynn nge dothe nat make pleas 
ſaunte: Nothynge is moꝛe plentifull oʒ rychcr 
than the ſee. There be manp alyueat this day⸗ 
whiche were very pooze / a nowe by ttauaplyug 
ä * and 


and turmoplynge on the ſee onclp / they be exte⸗ 
dynglyeriche, Who can tell whether hit ſhall be 
my cyaunce lpke wpſe 02 no: Farther, the cuſto⸗ 
mance and continuall vſe therof/ caſeth a great 
parte ot my grefe: the whiche cõtinuall cuſtome 
in thynges is without doute ok fo great effecte / 
that nothynge is ſo greuous 02 paynfull to be 
done / but that the ofte doynge therof maketh it 
eyther pleaſante / 02 at the leſte lyght and eaſpe. 
And laſtliy / there be certayne thynges / the whi⸗ 
che do mitigate and make vs to foꝛget the peyne 
of our labour and toplynge / as ſyngynge / tals 
kynge / pꝛopꝛe ſpoꝛtis / and a thouſande other 
uche lyke thinges. ye haue harde this Ithßtze 
playnelye inoughe. Rowe ik we ſhulde go from 
warkehouſe to warkhouſe / Itrowe cuery man 
wolde anſ were and ſape to vs the ſame /02 very 
lyke woꝛdes. What foloweth tha zTrucly if vn⸗ 
certainchope fo2 ſo ſmall and vile luker / maketh 
ſo greuous labour and toylyng pleaſant to theſe 
labourers ⁊ wozkemen: Why ſhulde nat p moſt 
certayne and ſure abydynge foz euerlaſting felis 
cite, cauſe and woꝛke the ſame in vs: Ik contp⸗ 
nuall vſe and cuſtomance be of ſo greate effecte / 
and may do ſo moche amonge them / foz what 
tauſe ſhulde hit nat do lyke wyſe in religion? Jf 
they haue wayes / with the whiche they alleui⸗ 
ate and eaſe they incommodites and grefes: 
no doubte we haue many mo and better to miti⸗ 


gate our tribulations and peynes, - 
Howe 


Howethat farre greatter liberte 
is in religion than in the wozlde. 
The.ix.Chaptre. 


2 to ſpeke / theſe.iii.thynges 
be in religion / Libertie / Tranquulite ⁊ 
pleaſure, Of Libertie (Wherof J wyll fyzſte en⸗ 
treate) all we be mooſt deſpꝛous / cuety man abs 
ozreth ſeruage and thzaldome: in lo moche that 
many haue kude them ſelke foz very hate therof, 
whiche eſtemed lybertye better than lyfe / and 
deth better thi ſeruage. wherfoze if folks delite 
fo moche in libertie / that to bye falſe libertie colt 
them ſo derelpe / howe gladly oughte thiy to en⸗ 
bꝛate and deſpꝛe the inſtitution ot our lyte / as it 
wherin is perfecce and trewe libertie ? But here 
Come ignoꝛant felowe wyll ſap to me: It libertie 
(after Ciceros diffinition ) be to lyue as Þ wylte 
thy ſcife / Jcan nat ſe howe you religious meu 
ſhulde haue any libertie at al: foʒ pe lpłe byꝛdes 
ſhutte in a cage dare aduentute to do nothinge/ 
neither to eate noꝛ ſpcke-to ſlepe noz wake /to go 
noꝛ come / no ſo moche as ones to pane / without 
theabotteoz ſuperiourcomaunde you, Jpzaye 
pou do ſuche felkes lyue at thepꝛ lyberttez No 
certaynely / no moze than hozſcs oz alles be at 
theyz lybertie / the Whiche are bzydled and pꝛyc⸗ 
ked with the ſpurtes / to go here there / where 
lo cuer the tyder wyll haue them. But all this 
aͤtgumet is lone daſſhed. Foz we wyl ing 
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but that that is leful: and therfoze it is lefull foz- 
vs to do what lo euer we wyll. But touchynge 
our lybertye / I wyll ſpeake moze — 
Nowe gyue me leaue to queſtion agapne with 
the a lyttell. Tell me / arte thou nat aſhamed, to 
{ap thou arte at thy lybertie in the wozlde / wha 
thou haſt mo maylters than thou canſt nombze 
in a dape: Fyaſte/ thou muſt attende and apply 
thy mpnde about the wozldiy buſpneſſes / to the 
whiche who lo cuer ones gyueth hym ſeie / they 
are wonte to w2appe and with ſuche cheynes to 
lynke hym in / that whither oz whiche way ſo es 
uer they dzꝛawe / he muſte nedes folowe after, 
What thou haue a wyte/ yea thou muſt nedeg 
be hadde / foz wedlocke is a thyngerecipzocatez 
Take hede / there be an other pepze of fetters, 
Foz trulp by that-/there groweth to the an other 
greuous ſetuage / and out ot hit thou canſte nat 
lyghtly gette. Farther, what ⁊ thou be a wicked 
and a ſyntull lyuer 7 O good loꝛde / in to what a 
bondage and thꝛaldome arte thou than itonne : 
Nowe loke howe many vices thou haſte / and to 
lo many mayſters thou muſte obey / yea ſuche 
mailters as are moſt terrible / abommable/and 
ctuell. Foz who wolde deme that mã to be at his 
ubertie / the whiche can nothyng dilobey his bo⸗ 
dily luſte / but what ſo euer it comaundeth / yea 
thoughe it be mooſt fyithy / as hit is alway-and 
moſt harde oꝛ peinefull/as it is ofte-yct he muſt 
nedes obey - Thyne eyes delyꝛe ſlepe / and lapne 
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thou woldeſt flepe2 but to the entente that thou 
\duldeſt nat / thy tyghte ſtately maiſtres fleſhip 
luſte lettethe the / he byddeth the to traue in the 
nyght / and to ronne aboute / to viſette thy paras 
mour / and ina foule ſtynkpnge bzothell howſe 
amonge hooꝛes and dzabbes to paſſe fozthe the 
nyghte without flepe, Ind there thou muſte be 
gladde to pleaſe a ſtynkynge hatlotte: if ſhe cõ⸗ 
maunde the to do any thynge / thou muſte do it: 
if ſhe fozbydde the to do any thynge / thou muſte 
tyke wyſe obey ;if ſhe bydde the go thy wape / 
thou mult departe: if ſhe bydde the come / thou 
malt returne. Dolt nat thinke this a thzaldome 
oʒ bondage moltc ſhameful 2 What libertie hath 
a couetous man: he wolde fapne lyue at home / 
g lo lluggardie byddeth hym. But map he do lo 
cõtinuallp: wyl his mailtres couetouſnes ſuffre 
that :? what ſaythe ſhe? Lyueſte thou thus in 
leute: why littyſt thou ſtyll:? Seeſt nat what 
eat wynnynge thou myghtelt haue / it thou 
ldeſt paſſe Þ lee with matchãdile in to Frãce / 
Flanders / and other places: Comeof-make the 
tedy / thou mult nedes take ſhyppyng. Lo/thou 
haſt wynde at will. Ind thus to fullfyl thy mals 
tres byddynge / thou trauapleſt by (ce ⁊ lande: 
yea all the wynter longe / and halt no cate fo: the 
tempeſtes-noz fo2 thy wyfe- noz foz thy chudꝛen / 
no noꝛ foz thyn owne lyfe. Doſte thou rekenthp 
ſelfe this wyle to lyue at lybertie: Ind in reaſo⸗ 


nynge a lpke pꝛoke mape be made of euer _— 
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vice: but bicaufe me thinke this talkynge wax⸗ 
eth tedious to the / I wyll paſſe ouer and ſpeake 
of other thynges: but fyzſte J wyll ſhewe the in 
generall/that no man beynge wicked and ſinfull 
tan be at his libertie. were thou neuer aſhamed 
and ſozy fo2 thy fylthy lyfe zYes J beleue many 
a tyme. Foz who is ſo farre paſte all grace / that 
neuer remebꝛeth howe he hath lyued; and wha 
he ſeeth howe he is defuled / either foz feare ol pu⸗ 
niſhement / oz foz the loue ot vertue / he hath an 
entente oʒ purpole to amende his Iyfe, Thou 
lapſt / it is ſo in very dede / and J ſtryue with my 
lelte other while to fozgo my mooſte wycked mas 
ners: but whan J am about it, ye wolde nat bes 
leue with what fozce c violence cuſtome in ſynne 
ſtoppeth me / pea and whether Þ wpll oz no / hit 
dziucth me to myn olde affections, Thou ſapſte 
wel and trueip. what than Doſt thou nat pers 
tepue wꝛetche in to what greatte captiulte thou 
arte bzoughtz Doſt nat nowe vnderſtande, that 
thou arte ſeruaunt vnto vyces: Foz whan they 
perceyuethat thou art about toleauethem,and 
to tonne away-/theylap hades vpon the / and as 
aſcruaunt faſt fettred / they thzowe the in tothe 
backe houſe , Go to now madde felowe, and boſt Sade howte 
to vs thy libertc that att ſeruante to the u oalde, op dd 
to thy wyke, to Foztune, to carnall luſt, to coue⸗ where — 
touſneg, to ambition, ye and to the dyuell, in ſo reoweretore 
moche that thou mayſt wel ſay with the maried es. 
ma in Terece called Spꝛus (ane only pᷣ in * 
ij. 
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hit is leyned / and thou mayſte lap it matter in 
dede ) Jdeſy2eand wolde fayne know. how ma⸗ 
ny maiſters J haue. Ind truelp, as our couns 
trey man Hegius wzyteth, 


To be ſeruaunte vnt o many 
Js a ſtate of greatte myſerp. 


Wherto ſhulde Jnowe remembꝛe to theour 
lybectieoz fredome- Doth it nat ſeme a great lis 
bertie to lyue out of foꝛtunes dominion: if there 
be any ſoʒtune / and neither to dꝛede her cruelty, 
no2 to deſyꝛe her fauour /noz nothynge greued 
with her aduerſle frowardnes / noꝛ nothynge the 
moꝛe inſolẽt oz ſtately foz hex luckyneg. We dare 
as boldly deſpyſe her as Democritus dydde / ye 
and in derilyon make a potte at her. She hathe 
no power ouer vs. we haue to gether w wozldly 
ryches, thzowen away from vs the deſpꝛe ot the 
ſameryches: yea we haue with god plapde the 
vlurers , What & foꝛtune ſlee vs? pet weſurelp 
know/P no greuous thynge can chance vnto vs 
laue onely fitthp ſynne. They be afraydof deth, 
the whichelpue yll and ſpnfully, But certapnly 
good and bertuous people do nat oneip lyue out 
of the dꝛede ol dethe / but allo they deſpze dethe / 
as the thynge that ſhulde frome hence deducte 
and leade them to a mote welthy and bleſted like. 
Farthermoze we haue all to bꝛoken the tron yea 
the chepne as harde as the adamante — — 
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wozldly bulpnes: Ind thus we beinge lyghted 
and delyuercd of that mooſt greuous fardell oz 
burthen/ andlyftyng vp out myndes to heuen / 
what ſo euer is done beneth a lowe. we deme our 
lelle to haue nothynge to do therwith. wherfoze 
Ipꝛap the / what thynge cã be moꝛe free oꝛ moze 
at lybertie? Farthermoze we haue by the helpe 
of god / ſhoken ol our neckes the moſte harde oꝛ 
heup pocke ot terrible Pharao. We haue gyuen 
ouer and lette to ſerue moſt ſhameful #repzoued 
lozdes / I meane vyces / but nat in ſuche wyſe / 
that we ſhulde neuer at no tyme cõmitte ſinne oz 
offende / N wotte nat whether any moꝛtall creas 
ture mape do ſo inthig lyke oꝛ no. But as a vali⸗ 
aunt warriour / that opteyneth great laude and 
pꝛeyſe / and the name ot a conquerour / entrethe 
boldly in to bataple / and manly feyghteth hide 
to hande with his ennemp / and there retepueth 
many a greuous wounde / but pet he eyther ta⸗ 
keth oz ſleeth his ennemie: Ind on 5ᷣ other lide / 
he that is takẽ/though he haue neuer a woũde / 
no nat ſo moche as his ſ kynne bꝛoken / pet he is 
iugged to be vanquiſhed and ouer tome / a muſt 
ſuffcc hym ſelle to be ledde awaye as a pꝛyſoner 
in to taptiuite: So lyke wyle if it happen vs to 
llyde / foz as Þ haue ſapde / almooſt no man can 
kepe hym elle alway from ſynne: yet we be ſure 
to ouertome / we be luxe otour libertie, and we be 
in certaynte ot our lyfe. What dothe hit ſygnifie 
that they, the whiche beare them ſelfemanly in 


batayle are Wonte to bncouer they bꝛeaſtis / to 
ewe the ſcarres of theyz woũdes ? Oz why res 
turne they into the cytie oz lodgynges with the 
fpeares / dartes / and atowes ſtyckpnge ſtyll in 
theyꝛ bodies / like as they were by chance ſirykẽ 
and wounded in batayle ? Certeynly to the ende 
p al folke ſhulde ſe and vnderltade- that they res 
ken it moſt hygh woꝛſhip /in the defence ok them 

ſelte / and the welth of their counttey / to teſceiue 
mooſt large and greuous woundes. Pea trueip 
they wolde rather (wounded vnto dethe) be cas 
ried in to they2 tentes 02 lodgynges with victos 
rye / than holle and ſounde (if they fo coude) to 
come vnder the lubiection ot they: ẽnemie. Who 
ſo euer ſubmitteth hym to vice and lynne / he is 
in great thꝛaldome and a very bonde man to an 

ennempe. But to what ennempe: To an enne⸗ 

myemoſt fylthy / moſt crueil / and moſt moztall/ 
the whiche wyl be moꝛe gladde and fayne of our 
dethe / than of his owne lyfe. what a ſhamefull 

thynge is hit foz man / and what an vnwozthye 

thynge to mans woꝛthines / to endure oz ſuſtre/ 

that the foule ſtynkpge diuell ſhulde be his lozde 
and mapſter / e ſette naughte by hym / to whom 

he is bounde both foz hym ſelfe and all that euer 

he hath ? Specially ſith to ſerue hym (I ſap als 

myghey god) is molt highubertie / pea there is 

no libertye but that. wherfoze if there be any/ 

that beginneth to waxe wery ofthat ſeruile and 

bondlp libertye, and wolde gladly tome to — 

tee 


free and moſt liberall ſeruite: he muſt Jſay ſcke 
ii in religton. Foz as J haue ſapde / libertie is to 
ſerue god only / p whiche can be ſerued no where 
bettet thã in ſolitarie and places of religion; foz 
there is no where cls lo moche libertie. 


Ho we they that lyue a ſolitary 
lyfe entoy a double quyetnes. 
Che Cent Chap. 


'B Ut what is he that coude woꝛthi 
ly deſcryue tranqupllpte oꝛ qupete: The 
vnreſt full roꝛynge of the woꝛlde doth nat rulſhe 
in here amonge vs in reugion. what thynge is 
there abzode in the woꝛlde/that is nat full ok bel⸗ 
lynge / crpenge / hutlynge and burlynge / and 
buſpneſſe? One Wepeth / an other laugheth / he 
lamentethe / he ſtryueth / he greteth / he tclleth 
newes / one calleth foꝛ warde / an other cõmaun⸗ 
deth to tome backe / he is gone / he comethe / one 
cryeth and calleth out a loude / an other ronneth 
to and fro / yea whiche wape ſo euer thou loke / 
where ſo euer thou become / thou ſhalte finde no⸗ 
thynge in quiete / but thou ſhalte fynde euerpe 
thynge full of noyſe and dynne / in ſuche wyle / 
that it ſhall ſeme to the that thou art all to toſſed 
amongetheragynge wawes of the ſee / whan it 
is molt troublous, whan ſhalt thou haue tyme 
amonge theſethinges to ſette thy mynde at reſt 


and quiete? What is he / that in lo IT 
ate 


ok trouble: what thynge in this whyzle wynde 


ſtate ot thinges can ſtande conſtantly glyue out 


may the deuine mynde of man eyther thynke oz 
do /that is wozthy # beſemeth hym to do: Howe 
is it poſſyble that Þ loule / nowe made deffe with 
continuall and vnſatiable rozynge and pellyng / 
mape here her ſpouſe knockynge at the gates of 
her bꝛeaſt / and his voyte peak ynge to her: Foz 
a treuthe / Helpas pertepued nat that our lozde 
god was with hym / in the cite oz towne / but in 
the moũtapne /nat in the toutt / but in the taue / 
nat in the whyꝛle wynde that all to bzekethe the 
ſtoneg / nat in diſturbance/nono2 in the fyze/but 
in the whillinge ok the thynne and lyghte ape. 
It thou haddeſt tyme to ouer rede the holpe hi⸗ 
ltoꝛpes / thou ſhuldeſt ſe and perteyue / that the 
greatteſt my2acles of diuyne thynges were ſhe⸗ 
wed and done in ſolitatie plates / and nat where 
great reſoꝛte and company were gethered. Foz 
where was that ſecrete and wonderous miſtery 
ofthe burnynge boulhe that flamed vp / and pes 
ryſhed nothynge / ſhewed to Woyſes 7 was it in 
the cities of Jegypt: Hotrewelpe. foz than he 
was fledde thece foꝛ dꝛede ol the tyzan Pharao) 
but it was done in the hylle of god / after he had 
entred in to the great, large, and hygh wodde. 
Noꝛ the celeſtiall foode @anna, was nat ſente to 
them that dyd inhabite great a noble palaices/ 
but vnto them that dwelled in the louryſhynge 
wylderneſſe. where was the diuine pompe and 
pt triumphe 


triumphe celebꝛate in gyuyng ok the lawe / whã 
the celeſtial trumpettes gaue a terrible ſownde, 
nowe and than thondꝛyng and lightnynge with 
ſwyfte flame / flulſhynge out of the dare and 
thycke cloudes 7 Foz a ttouthe this was done vs 
pon the hylle toppe of Synai / all the common 
people beynge cõmanded to ſtande a ſyde. And 
it is lefte in wzuynge / that in olde tyme the pꝛo⸗ 
phettis chyldezen / the whiche in tyme to come 
thulde be pꝛophettis them ſelfe, wolde foz hatred 
of the tyche edefices x ſumptuous buyldynges / 
go dwell vpon the ryuer ſpde of Jozdan, Johfi 

beyngemozethan man / as he that was called 
the aungell of our lozde / J pꝛay the where ledde 
he his heuenly and moſt pure lyfe: where was 
he taughte the diuine ſecretes / that he doubted 
nat to poynt god with his kynger / that wag in 
likenes of a man:? Certaynly he dyd nat lerne it 
at home with his father / but inthe wyldernes. 
And what meaneth it, that many tymes we ſe 
our lozde Jeſus hym lelfe / as thoughe he were 
wery ot company / departe aſyde into ſolitarpe 
places: How often is it redde that hetaughte in 
the mountapnes: And what mpꝛacles ſhewed 
he in deſarte places / and vpon the ſee tooſt / both 
in healynge of ſyckeneſſes / and in coꝛrect ynge 
of the vices bothe o body q ſoule / in expullynge 
and caltyngeout of wycked ſpirites, and in fea⸗ 
dynge of ſo great multitudes of people with fo 
tyttellquantite of meate, What _ 1 — 


faſte, hecleane abſentedhym felfe / and was in 
delatte places out ot the ſpght of all foltes. In 
a mountapne that mooſte gratious viſyon was 
ſhewed to his thꝛe apoſtels. Inthe twy lyght ot 
that nyght, in the whiche Chzyſteſuffced hym 
ſelke to be taken / to the entent he wolde pꝛaye/he 
departed and went in to the ozchardes. It is he 
the whiche alſo byddeth vs whan we woll pzay, 
to hyde vs in the ſecrete partes of our chambze. 
And fpnallp / it was nat cariſeleſſe / but foz great 
ſtele / that he was ſlayne with out the cytye: ſo 
that thou mayſt lyghtly perceyue that he fledde 
buſklyng buſpnes. that he hated the clamoꝛous 
aſſyſtens of people / that he loued nat the cracke 
lynge and dynneok che courtes, and that he des 
lyted nat in the getheryng and krequence ok peo⸗ 
ple / but he toyed to be alone / #loued very moche 
tranquillite. Wherto ſhulde Jnowereherce the 
examples ot mathe whiche be of leſſe auctozite⸗ 
Men ſay that Pythagozas was taughte manp 
ſecrete th ynges in the caue called Ideus. Plato 
demed his ſchole of phyloſophye moche moze 
tõmodious to be kept at Achadamie than withs 
inthecytyeof Athens. The poetes them lelke 
fcyned howe they had J wotte nat what clyues 
and darke woddis / where they woned oz abode, 
as ofte as the diuine furour toke them: wherby 
they ſygnikie / that he that deſyreth to endite oz 
make any noble and goodly ditee / he mult ſepe⸗ 


rate hym ſelfe from company, Farthermoze- to 
3 (peake 


ſpeakeof the bulgar people / we le golde ſmy/- 
tyes / peynters / and other artificers / in whoſe 
wozkemanlhyppe is any thynge ot lingular ins 
duſtrie and great connynge / whan they couet to 
make any thynge moze exactly ⁊ with greatter 
ditgece / they get them to ſome place-Wwhere the Eo 
noyle and comynge and goynge of folkes ſhall 
nat trouble them in their wozkes, By al whiche 
thynges / hu is playne and euident to percepue / 
that moche company annopeth e greueth hym 
ryght moche: the whiche entendeth oz gothe as 
boute to do any thynge ok great weygth and difs 
ficultie. And quiete ic ryght opoztune and very 
ncceſſarye foz hym that wyll enterpziſe oz go in 
hande with hyghe and weightye matters, And 
what is a moꝛe higher and a moe ſerious buſp⸗ 
nes than it that concerneth thy loule helthe. and 
bleſſed liupnge: Ther loze while thou abydeſt in 
the wozlde- thou canſt nat comodiouſly atcheue 
this buſyneſſe. Foz in what place of the wozlde 
halt thou fynde quiete? But cotrary wyſe good 
Jopce / here in religion / allthynges be whilhte 
oz in ſilẽce / within / without / and cuerp where is 
perfecte peace, The plealant receſſe oz ſolytarys 
nes of the place / is the cauſe of ſylence: ⁊ peate 
pꝛocedeth oꝛ comethe ot a verye good and a cloſe 
mynde: And ſo moche the tone nedeth p tothers 
helpe, that if thou take away the tone. thou wol⸗ 
deſt thynke that neither ok both remayned; Foz 
the outwarde quiete doth cheryſhe / noꝛyſhe / and 
B. ij. defende 


delende the inwarde peace! Ind againe the outs 
warde quicte without the inwarde / wold be gres 
uoug-ydell-ye and very hurtfull, Ind only hym 
that hath his mynde greuouſly vexed and trous 
bled / the poet fozbyddeth to be alone-ſapenge/ 


¶ VPſat ener ou doft Purtfulk are placia alone 
De ð date of ſole placts BVþan thou doſt mone 

d v hither v voldeſt thou than flee oꝛ ftarte aſyde ? 
Amonge company thou mayſt moꝛe ſurely byde. 


Oꝛ Imape nat here well ouerpaſſe /all 

thoughe Jentende to be bzeke / fo hit cõ⸗ 
meth ſo well to pourpole) that ſame noble exhoꝛ⸗ 
tattonof the philoſopher Crates/the whiche on 
a tyme / as he behelde and marked a ponge mã / 
that wandꝛed all alone hyther and thyther / mu⸗ 
ſynge and imaginynge veryepzofoundly vpon 
ſome thynge: aſked hym what he dydde there: 
Che pong mã an wered: J calke with my ſelfe, 
Take hede quod Crates / Þ thou talke nat with 
alewdeoz a naughtye felowe. Eche ot them ans 
lwered merply and quickelp. Therfozeſolitarys 
nes in a pſoneof laudable and good lyuynge is 
comendable; and contrary wyle to wycked and 
milch euous lyuers / noth pge is moe perillous, 
Foz than theſe miſcheuous captyues thynke on 
miſchiele / than they concepue in they myndes 
moſt cruel dedes / and than they treate a reuolue 


vnhappy counſaples both foz them lelle _ 


pea and what ſhulde ſtere miſerable wꝛetches / 
to haſte to ſlee them ſelke: if opoꝛtunitie of ſolita⸗ 
rineſſe dyd nat pꝛouoke them therto ? Who is he 
that euer dꝛaͤke popſon / that hanged hym ſelfe / 
that ſtyckte hym lelfe / that bzake his necke / ex⸗ 
cepte he were alone : Thou ſayſte to me: wher⸗ 
koze than doſt thou cõmende to me ſo moche ſoli⸗ 
tatines / a thyng ſo perrillous: Here haue J no⸗ 
thynge to anſwere moze conuenientlpe than the 
ſapenge ot Crates befozeremeb2ed: Whan thou 
lyueſte by thy ſelfe alone / beware that thou lyue 
nat with a lewde oꝛ a wicked felowe / thã thou 
nedeſte nat to dꝛede any thynge in ſolitarines, 
So departe awaye from companp / that thou 
mayſt be moche fartherof from vices; and loke 
that the places aboute the be ſo in ſplence / that 
th coꝛage and mynde gronte noꝛ groudge nat. 
And all be it that I am longe in this matter.pet 
my mynde is nat to cõmende vnto the / the ſolp⸗ 
tarines of Timon / F wolde nat that thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt leperate th ſelłe from all mankpnde / as he 
dyd / but J wolde thou ſhuldeſt leaue vnrulp cõ⸗ 
pany, Ind as touchinge the out warde quiete J 
haue ſpoken ſufficiently, Rowe J wyll b2efelye 
entreateof the inwarde peace / the whiche lyke 
as it reſteth oꝛ conſyſteth in the mynde / ſo it pꝛo⸗ 
cedethoz cometh from a good and a pure mynde 
from vice, Foz vertue is of ſuche ſtrengthe oz el⸗ 
kecte /that it quieteth oꝛ ſetteth at reſt the mynde 
dz coʒage / wherin hit temayneth / with an incre⸗ 

— 7 R. ij. dible 


dible peaſableneſſe/ pe xit expelleth oz auopdeth 
all penſpuenes/hoztour / dꝛede / and ꝑturbation. 
what athynge vertue is / thou ſhalte better vn⸗ 
derſtande / i thou lyſt to be holde / what grefes/ 
what troubles / and what vexations a wycked 
mynde endureth. Foz he that is a thele / a diſcei⸗ 
uer ot the people / a hooze monger /a traytour/a 
rautſherof women / an aduoutrer-02 other wyle 
a miſcheuous caytife- his conſcience foz the wics 
ked dcdes doth oppzeſſe hym ſo / that he is all to 
toſſed and tombled with perpetual care & dꝛede. 
The verpe ſhappe oz fourme of his wicked and 
milcheuous dedes/lpke as hit werethe hozrible 
furtes of Helle / ronne vpon hym / they ficrſly al⸗ 
ſaile and enuade hym both ſlepyng # wakynge, 
At cuery thyng he waxeth pale/ he is afrapde of 
euery bulſhe / but namely he dzedcth ſuſpection/ 
whiſterynge / inkamp / iugement / #punilhemet, 
But admitte, that he ſetteth — by alltheſe 
thynges / and can diſcepue the cöſciente ok men 
and that he dzedeth nat al mighty god: ytt wha 
hall he bꝛynge it ſo to paſſe / that he may eſcape 
p ſmarte pꝛickynges oꝛ grudgſges ol his owne 
conſcience : That ſhall he neuer do. Foz what ſo 
euer thynge he wolde do / oz whyther ſo euer he 
wolde flee-the ſamecruel turmẽtis/ſhutte with 
in his bꝛeaſte / wyll nat leaue hym / they appere 
ſtyll befozehym / they toſſe and turmoyle hym / 
they make hym afrayde-noz they will nat ſuffre 
his meate / the lyght ol the dap / no no; bee * 
o be 


to be foyous to hym /e and laſtly they make his 
very naturall reſt o2 ſlepe vnquiete to hym. Hers: 
of very often tymes cometh leanes of the body: 
this cauſeth vggly and fierſe cotitinance-of this 
cometh'the fylthynes of the eies: and herof rys 
ſeth feareof cuerythyng: wherby they be wote 
to diſcoucr and bewzaye them lelke: the whiche 
thynge is ryght well and iuſtly oꝛdeyned ol god 
that mooſte ryghtous iuge / to thentent that no 
man ſhulde cõmitte an iuell dede / and be vtterly 
vupunyſhed: Foz ſuſpcciouſnes is wonte foꝛth⸗ 
with to folowe foule and pll dedes / the whiche 
fyꝛſt of al doth greatly puniſhe the mildoer / and 
there vpon talkynges and inkamp doth folowe / 
the whiche vndoubted many iuge foz ſo great a 
miſchiete / that they had leauer dye thã lyue and 
endure them. But ſome be dꝛowned ſo depe in 
ſynne / that they (et naughte by luche thynges. 
Jomitte hit be as the comon ſapenge is /that as 
moche as thepꝛ wyckednes is / ſo moche is they? 
foztune / and that no man accuſeth them / noz no 
iuge medleth with them: yet J lay there ſhalbe 
one in tyme to come / the whiche wyll ſoze and ri⸗ 
gozoully punyſhe them. Yea but thoſe thynges 
be farreof (aye they / as thoughethey were lure 
and certepne / to lyue 5ᷣ ſpace ot one houre, But 
admitte it be as they do lap / pet fo2 all that euen 
nowe whple they be alyue / they be inwardelye 
turmented and punyſhed with theyz conſcience / 
the whiche pꝛycketh lo ſharpely and lo war” 


that there is no wycked dede can cauſe lo 

pleaſure / that hit ſhulde be boughte with tuche 
turmentis. Who coude euer ſufficientlyedeme/ 
howe cruell the diſturbante ofthe bꝛeaſt is / whã 
the ſelfe mynde with a ſharpe ſedition ſtryuethe 
with it ſelfe / and ſome partis therof inclinynge 
ſome way-1s ſtriken/haled / plucked / tozren / and 
rent / the memozte accuſeth / reaſon iuggeth / and 
conſcience punyſheth, Beaſon calleth one wape / 
and nature an other waye / and the pleaſure of 
ſynne another way: wherof ate engendzed pers 
petuall pzyckynges / ppctuall bꝛaulynges / and 
perpetuall warte. Wwherfozeit is thoughte that 
tertaine doctours of the churche haue lapde ne⸗ 
xp well / the whiche iugged / that theBemozceof 
tonſciente / that accopanteth and gothe with the 
ſynners vnto hell / was nat the leeſt parte ol the 
puniſhemẽtis / that they ſuffre there, The whi⸗ 
the thynges Juuenall right oꝛnatip (as he dot 
euer thynge) deſcryueth as foloweth: 


C Xſan v vat is the canſe tel me no d de v vhy 
That chou ſuppoſeſt, go ð de thou Paſt ſcaped v dele 
The troublous motions of ty mynde in d vardly 
y grouge of thy conſepence that the dothe appele 
And ſoze iße accuſetß, and cruelty dothe dele. 

In thy ſecrete thougßtes of pyuey penſpueneſſe 
Scourgynge the VVith ſcourges of boteles bytternes 


¶ Remoiſe of conſcience is of ſuche veßemens 


That 


So ſauage, ſo ragynge, ſo ſo d die of epperience 

So doggedly gnaVVpnge, ſo troubkynge mans bꝛaynes 
Wat BPÞþere ſo Kemots of conſcience remaynes 
Ceditius that iuge, no: Radamant inge of Helf - , 
Dyd neuer ſuche puniſhement VBith peynes ſalfe ſo fell 


C For v vpᷣßo ſo is de xed of conſcience d dich te mots 
Slepynge 02 ÞPaltynge bp day and by nygßte 
Out of his harte no caunce can it deuoꝛſe 

This pe nytent penaunte perpetually dothe fynßt 
Eatynge oz dꝛynliynge it is euer in thy ſyghte 

Toy ehꝛote ſo v vuß thoughe it doth both floppe ( freate 


That ſcatly p canſt eate, noꝛ \ aloe doldne thy meate. 


And ſo foʒth molt eloquently and truely he pꝛo⸗ 
cedeth, Ind lyke w ple ag the ſamethynges be 
pꝛoued by reaſon and auctozite / euen ſo therof 
map be ſhewed a thouſande examples: but bys 
- cauſe we wyll nat tary lõge in reherſpug of mas 
ny / the ſhall ſuffice vs nowe; of the whiche the 
kyꝛſte ſhalbe taken out of fableg / the ſetonde out 
of the Bomapn hiltozies / and the thyꝛde out of 
holy ſcripture. What other thyng dothe it ligni⸗ 
fie / alter Ozeſtes had ſlaine his mother / he was 


taken with lpirites ( whiche comonly are called 


furies) and was ſo ſoze vexed with them / that 
whicher ſo euer he fledde / he alway mette them 
ſhoupnge fyꝛe bzondes agaynſt hym: than that 
he / the whichecomptteth any 2 — 


hal li ia che peyne moot peynefulk of ali paynes = + 


* 


is turmentedand dexed wich the remoꝛs of con 

ſcience /as though he were taken with afranlte? 
+ Cortapiilymany thvnges haue ben ryght coun⸗ 
nyngly inuented of the poetis / but after myne 
— / none mode apte 02 feter than this. Ind 


t io tepentetiz me nat to reherſe this fable 
here, Ind what thynge is moze euidẽt than the 
exipleof Lucius Splla: This man as J rede. 
was crueil out ot᷑ all meaſure:ſo that hit is a 
thynge tyghte mpfetable to tell howe many he 
baniſhed / oꝛ commaunded to be ſlayne: and alia 
he. was nat a lytteit garnyſhedoz decked with o⸗ 
ther vices. But of this tyzan-the very ſelle ma⸗ 
lyte that was in hym / toke vengeance the whis 
che no man els coude do. Foz he was ſoturmens 
ted and vered with the conſcyenceof his y and 
wicked dedes / chat by no wytte no2 helpeof phi⸗ 
lytyons he coude nat recoucr agayae his ſlepe/ 
that he had loſt: and ſo at the laſt he dyedot᷑ the 
mooſt lylthp diſeaſe called the lowſy puell. The 
olds and manifeſt example ot Cain dothe pet re⸗ 
mayne. we tede that he beynge moued with ens 
uie / ſlewe his bꝛother / but he dyd it nat vnpuni⸗ 
ſhed, Foz he was punyſhed fozth with / and that 
| ut no way moze cruelly-noz moꝛe moꝛʒ 

talipe / than oł conſtyence. Theremozceof con; 
ſryence: foz his wycked dede was to hym moze 
greuous / than any other puniſhement that god 
his creatout toke. Out lozde god rebukedhym 


pea he rather retclaymed hym / to cauſehymeo 
| 2 tate 
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take repentance and toconfeſſe his offeuce: but 
hep wꝛetched caytyue eſtemed his ſynne greats 
tet than coude be fozgyuen, God graunted hym 
his life, but he tuged hum ſelfe bywozthy to liue. 

What a vengeable turmentour thynke pe thus 
crucliyp vexed his tomake 7 what ſwete oz pleas 
ſant thynge ſuppaſe yecoudechance hym in his 
lpte / the whiche beynge loze greued with hym 
lelfe / and diſpeit ynge of hym leite / as one all hes 
up and penſpue dempnge his lyfe to hym bytter 
and ſower / he dzedde and was aſhamed to come 
abꝛode in the ſyght of folkes 7 Foz he wente that 
all oth er had ben ſuche to hym as he was hem 
ſelfe, Thus ye ſe good Joyce / what turmenteg / 
what defuinges / what grudgingis / what trou⸗ 
bles / and what bzaydes a wyctzed and a ſyntull 
mynde endurethe. Howe take hede and marke / 
bhowe reſttull / ho we peaſible / and howe pleaſant 
a thyuge it is to haue a tlere and an vncombzed 
conſcience / and foz no gylte to waxe pale: What 
thynge is it Þcandrſturbeoz trouble his mynde 
that is well ſetled and -oadzedz? What thynge of 
ryght ought de to dꝛede? Shulde he be a gaſtof 
avy man: Certapnely he nedethe nat to dzede 
though man be his ennemp / that is holly bente 
on god his frende. Shall calamitees and miſe⸗ 
ries make hym afrayde: Notruclye, Foz here 
keneth them to be his wynnynges. But ſhal he 
Ipue in dꝛede ol dethe / the whiche alſo he gladly 
dclireth and wiſlheth fort err I (hall ” = 

ij. 2 


feare godhymſelfe- Noeruelp.,, Foz he hopeth 

andſycely truſteti / that he is in goddes fauour 
and kepyng. what tan ve thought moꝛe reſtfull 
quiete/moze vncarefull oz moze happy / thã this 
thynge: Joyte / one map tele oꝛ percepue it / but 
playnely4t wyll nat be declared. Parauenture/ 
thou atte ſo bleſſed oꝛ happy / that thou haſte al⸗ 
redy lyuynge in the worde / the lelle ſame thyng 
that IA call the vnto. And J verylye truſte that 
thou haſt; But my mynde is / that ſo moche the 
rather thou ſhuldeſt flye and leaue the woꝛlde. 
Foz herein religion / thou ſhalte fynde and haue 
Hitmoze heapingly/and farremoze ſurer, What 
thynge maketh the lo careſeſſe/ that thou wylte 
beate ſo dere a treaſute amogetheues? A thou 
haue ought /it ſhal encreace here in religion /but 
in the wonde is cõtinual feate / leſt thou ſoꝛgo is. 
Hete maoſte ſpecially is the ue iu warde peace: 
and excepte the outwarde quiete be here /it is no 
where, Jn the woꝛlde is no inwarde peace / and 
as fozoucwarde peace /ił there be anp / it is very 
ſcante / and nat very ſure. And this is certapue / 
that Þ religious houſes reduce p̊ yl men to good 
neſſe / and they that be good hit maketh better: 
But contrarp wyſe / the woꝛlde ts wont to mate 
good men yll/ and yll men wozſe, 


Pk the pleature that is in ſolt- 
! tary lyke, Che.xi. Chap. 


I H diſcriuynge of tranquilltte or 
- quiete; I haue ben moꝛe bzefe than p thig 
required / and pet therin J was moze ꝓlixe than 
Achought to haue ben: Rowe J wil as ſhoztly 
as mape be / declare oz entreate ot pleaſure / the 
whiche thynge onely remapneth vndeclared ,/ 
Undoubted all folkes are ſo obſtinately inclined 
to pleaſure / that foz no maner puels they can be 
feared krö it / noz no reaſon can withdꝛawe them 
from hit ? Ind parauenture hit is nat without 
great ſkeley Epicure ſaythe / moꝛtall creatures 
inß iu tot pleaſures do erre moche: but yet 
allcreacures by one aſſente / ſome by one meane 
e ſome by an other / ſeke foz pleaſures, So that 
fo2 this cauſe mooſt ſpeciallpe ſecular oz 2 
kolkes are wont / bothe to flye and hate the int 
tutton ok our lyfe: the whiche they repute to be 
harde -{trayte-/ greuous / peynefull / and cleane 
without pleaſure. But to the ende that this er⸗ 
rout ſhulde nat abaſhe oz make them agaſte / Þ 
ſhall plapnly declare /that it is karre other wyſe, 
ea our lyfe is ſo moche without pleaſure / that 
durſte entyce to vs all the delicate Sardana⸗ 
pals / as to a paradiſe of all delites a pleaſures, 
(Thou wylt obtecte and ſap? yea fayth / pleaſure 
is in monaſtaries / lykeas the delphin is taken 
in the woddes / and the wylde boze hunted in the 
ſee, I aſlure the good Joyce / that all the maner 
ok our lyle is pleaſaunt. Thou aſkeſte me howe 
that ſhulde be; # Jſhall ſhewe p howe. Epicure 
L. ij. denpeth 


denyeth tholethyngrs to be plealures-the whis 
| hopes of gretter greffes. we kepenodzabs 


noꝛ lyue nat in aduoutry: noꝛ we fecdenat/ 
n02 ingurge nat our ſelfe / lyke as the wanton ps 
digall felowes are wont to do: we beſobzeatthe 
ſonne goynge downe / and ſobze whan the ſonne 
ryſethj / the whiche thynge they tan nat ſap, Foz 
thole thynges are neuer in lo good plpte / but 
they be taule ol moze grefe than delpte. Noz we 
neyther can noz couet to be enxyched: noʒ to be 
ennobled by any hyghe magpſtrateoz 1 
inthelethynges we omptte nat ỹ 5 et⸗ 
lhip ot Epicure. Foz ſeynge that they tauſe littcl 
eaſure ⁊ moche grefe,me lemeth we do wilely. 
that that we wyll nat bye a lmall commodite 
with a greatter inconuenience. Moze ouer Epi⸗ 
cure teacheth / that other while ſozowes mult be 
ventred on / oz taken well in woꝛthe / to the ende 
that greatter and moze greuouſer dolours may 
be fledde z eſchewed. Andlyke wyſe olte tymes 
we muſt fozbeare ſmal pleaſures, to thende that 
we mape optapne greatter, What ſpeake ye of 
vs: we religious men ſuffre andgladlp endure 
watchynge / faſtynge / lolitarineſſe / ſplence-and 
luche lie thynges / to thende that we wolde nat 
ſuſteine greatter ſozowes, We be nat daſſhed ful 
of ſwete ſauours / we ſytte nat bollynge z dyn⸗ 
kynge all the daye / we daunce noꝛ reuell nat / we 
loyter nat about / whit her fo euer fonde luſte cal 
leth vs / noz we ſet nat our fantaſyon my FRE 
; 


lalade topes: but wolde to god thou coudelte kt 
F beholde with what great auantage we wants 
tholethynges, Haddeſt thou thought p we had 
ko gone pleaſure! Nap we haue nat fo done/but 
we yauemadeacyage/pea in ſuche a wiſe/ that 
od a fewe and ſmal pieaſureg/we haue receiued 
manp great pieaſures. Me thought nowe wel⸗ 
yoze- that theſe / picked / delicate felowes gaue 
an eate / onttuſt that J wolde ſhewe ſome newe 
muction ofpleaſure: and fo2 certapne ſo J wyll. 
But in p meane tyme J wolde they ſhuld withs 
dꝛawe their myndes from foule tynkynge g vn⸗ 
letull pleaſutres / Þ whiche they vic with beaſtis 
in commune. I wolde they ſhulde foz ſake theyz 

beaſtupnes / and vnderſtande / that in man is 
ſome what moꝛe higher and moze diume, where 
vnto thepꝛ delectation ſhulde be rather applyed 
than vnto the bodye. Foz leynge that in beaſtis 
there is nothynge moꝛe noble than the body /hit 
is nat vnd zelfull / that thep? fclicite reſteth in fils 
lynge of they; bealies and in bodily liſte. But 
the condition oꝛ ſtate of man is moze worthye/ 
than that he ſhulde eſteme hym elfe to be bozne 
fo none other cauſe than beaſtis be. Foz man is 
nat onely made and cõpacte of the body but allo 
of the ſoule. In body / ſauconely in ſhappe / we 
differrenothyage from beaſtis: but in the ſoule 
we reſemble verp moche the deuine and eternal 
nature. The body is a thynge erthye / beaſtiy / 
llo we / moꝛtall / ſyckelp / caduke / vncraſty / and 


vnnoble: 


— 


vnnoble: Contrariewyſe / the ſoule is a thynge 
heuenly / diuine / immoꝛtall / perpetuall / pure / 
and noble. Therfoze as moche as the bodye is 
lower and vnder the ſoyle in dignite / ſo moche 
maze the pleaſure of ge ſoule ſhulde extelle the 
wanton and lewd of the body. Foz that 
pieaſureykethe loule it ſelfe / is perpetuall-nes 
uer lotheſome / pure / honeſte / diuine / helthfull. 
Contrarie wyſle / the bodily pleaſures are diſcei⸗ 
uable / ſoone vaupchynge / lothſome moze ſower 
than ſwete / loule / and deedly. But it is um poſli⸗ 
bie to enioy the plealute okthe body #oftheloule 
bothe at ones, The one muſte nedes be fozgour, 
what wolde Epicure ſave to this /if one alked | 
hym tounſaple: Fozſothe that we ſhulde expelle 

and put awaye from vs thoſe fylthye and foule 
luſteg ol the body / that they lette vs nat oops 
teyne / the ſwete and moſt excellent pleaſutes of 
the foule, The whichethßge (as J haue ſapde) 
is nat away to loſe / but greatip to wpnne pleas 
lures. But methynke thou lokeſt that I ſhulde 
tell / with what pleaſures of Þ ſoule we be fedde 
here, Fyzteag Epicure ſaythj / whole authozite 
FJ wyll nat pet fozgo,to wante the hozrible vexa⸗ 
tion and grudgeof an vnclene colctence / is the 
greatteſt pleaſure that tan be. Fozhehathnata 
iyttel to reioyte ol/that hach nothinge to be ſoꝝp 
w2e, Farther-is vat the cotemplation of heutip 
and immoꝛtal delectations/vntothe whiche we 
hope ones by goddis grace to ä | 
BY | great 


great pleaſure. who is ſo blonte of vnderſtan⸗ 
dynge / that whan he beyng wery of thts lyfe/ 
dothe remembze the felicitie celeſtpall / wyll nat 
wepe foz very iope: Whole mynde is lo agreued 
and oppꝛeſſed with heupnes 4 ſozowe / the whis 
che whan he remembzeth the lyfe to come / doth 
nat rife vp/and waxeth very gladlome / yea and 
wolde fayne be out of this wozlde ? What a one 
myght taſte and ſauoure thele thpnges : Foz all 
be it that they / to Whom the wozlde is as yet ſa⸗ 
uoꝛp / can fynde no ſauour oz [wetencs in them / 
pet vnto holy and well dyſpoſed mindes there is 
nothynge moze ſurely appꝛoued. And thoughe 
that the great iope and pleaſure of the lyte that 
is telerued in tyme to come / can nat be ꝑceiued / 
be foze the ſoule deptynge out of this pll- fylthp/ 
and vnlwete pꝛiſon of the bodp / teſozte u 
agapne / from wheceit came: pet neuer the lefle/ 
me ſemethe that good deuoute myndes haue a 
\macke and ſome percepuyngetherof / and are 
weate as hit were with a dewe of heuenlpe ſoz - 
wers: and ot that ſame lyght that neuer ſhall 
faple/they ſe as it wete a giymeryng 02 a glace, 
The whiche thynge howe great a pleaſure it is. 
it can nat be perſwaded vnto hym that is igno⸗ 
rant a vnexperte therot᷑: but vnto them that be 
experte therin / it can nat be eſtemed noz ſpoken 
howe plealante it is. And all thoughe (as ſaynt 
Bernarde ſapth ) theſe delptes are but outher 
whyle/ and are wonte to tary but _ ſpace 


yet 


. 

pet are th ey lo great / that ik all the pleaſuregof 
this wozlde were lapde to gether on a heape / in 
regardeof theſe they woldeſemelpttell wozthe/ 
 yeaandnatco be ſet by. Ind ik there were no o⸗ 

ther rewardes / loz good dedes to be hoped foze 
(whiche thong is karre other wyle) yet loꝛſothe 
hit wolde neuer greue me / foz this onely hy2eoz 
mede to luffre and endure all maner labours/ 
and wolde deme them lo wozthy-that to thetent 
to opteyne them / J wolde nat onelp deſpice aud 
ſet naught by all other luſtis and delites of this 
woꝛlde / but alſo bydde them bataple. Go to thã/ 
what mowe we ſuppole ⁊ thynke that thegroat 
plentie 02 abundance of theſe ioyes wolde do / ik 
a littell ſmacke 02 a very thynne lauour of them 
ſo moche deliteth / ſo recreateth / and maketh one 
fotoyfull: O / howe great a pleaſure ſhall it be/ 
whan that diuine lyghte ſhall ſhyne ouer a ouer 
vs. the whiche can nat be leen but with molt pus 
rified eies: ſo that we alſo ſhall all ſhyne bꝛyght: 
ſeinge that a lyttel glymeryngoz a glicetherof/ 
the whiche quickely cometh and vaniſheth / cau⸗ 
ſeth lo great pleaſures Farthermoꝛe /Þ lwete⸗ 
nes / that the holy goſte many tymes ſecretly ens 
trynge in to the cleane pure myndes cauſeth / 
howe okte in the moſte chaſte chambze he enbzas 
ceth and clyppeth his ſpouſe / languiſhynge in 
his loue / and lamentynge as louers are wonte 
that loue keruentiy / with molt gentyll x frendiy 
familiarite / dothe comfozte and chere her: _ 

grea 


: 
great ſwetenes Jap / wherto ſhulde Jremems 
bre: Let them reherſe hit that haue knowlege 
therot. But they knowe hit and that happuͤpe / 
the whiche pleaſed god ſhulde haue experience. 
Jam vnwoꝛthpe as pet to be admitted to come 
to thele delites: oz though J haue a lyttell (kits 
derly taſted therof / pet J had rather tell it by o⸗ 
ther than by my ſelfe, Ind thoughe hu be moze 
certaine to tell it by my ſelte /pet it is moze comes 
ly that I ſhewe it byother. J haue harde ſome 
ſay many tymes with wepynge teares / Þ theſe 
wozldly pleaſurcs / Þ whiche vnto folyſhe bzags 
gynge felowes ſauour fo well / haue ſemed vnto 
them lo bytter and ſo ſower / that theyz mynde 
hath nat onely abo2red thoſe thynges / but alſo 
their eares to here ſpeake ot them / as whan the 
vle of bzead was founde-acoznes began to be lo⸗ 
thed and naughte ſet by: lo the falſe delites bes 
ganne to waxe lothſome to them / after they had 
taken a taſte of the very trewe pleaſures, But 
hclas very many woꝛldiy peopleof that ruſtical 
and blounte ſozte / haue taken ſuche a ſmacke in 
this ſwyniſhe fedynge / that nothinge ſaue their 
aco2nes can ſauout vnto them. Noz they vader 
ſtande nat what iocundyte of lyte there may bes 
02 whye they ſhulde delyze to lyue here in this 
woꝛlde / if the acoznes / that is to ſay Þ voluptie 
and pleaſure of the belly and mouthe / ſhulde be 
take awaye from them, Jndtherfozeſooftenas 
they ſe vs religious me tabeſuche labours and 


peyne as they ſuppoſe they coude nat endure / 
pet to be mozeluſtpe-/moze merye / and in better 
plite and lykynge than they be that do nothyng 
els but banket and matze good chere / they mars 
uaple out ot all meaſure; Noz they tan nat pers 
cepue howe we ſhulde haue any pleaſure / after 
we haue loꝛſaken and thzowen awape from vs 
the delectatios and pleaſures of the fleſhe. And 
pet theſe men ſe tender ponge men and alſo delp⸗ 
tate virgins / they ſe theyꝛ peres and ſhap / and 
they remembꝛe / howe lofte and wantonlpthey 
were a lytt ell befoze cheriſhed and bzoughte vp: 
and ou p other ſyde they leaue nat vntemẽ bꝛed / 
ik in our religious lyfe-be any thynge ſharpe / 
greusus oz pepnefull / as ſolitatineſſe / labout / 
watche / laſtynge / and ſuche like thinges, They 

ſe that it is nat om lefull vnto theſe ponge chil⸗ 
dꝛen to leaue and foꝛſake this maner of lyte/ but 
alſo with what great inſtance ot they parenteg 
and frendes/they be intyted / moniſhed / pꝛayed / 
and vehemently tered to fozſake their religion 2 
But contrary wple / the moꝛe they be ꝑlwaded / 
the moꝛe obſtinate they be. Theyz mother that 
wepeth and waplethe they comfozte and bydde 
to be ot good chere / with they: eien dye: Theyz 
lyſter collynge them about the necke / they ſhake 
ok and deſpice: Ind from their mooſte dere play 
keres / krom whom but a littell beloze to be abſẽte 
a day / was a very harde thynge / they be nowe 
right ealily all their lle duryng _ — 
a 1 IN . p n p 


Fynally they take theyꝛ leaue and byd fare well 
with ſo mery a countinance / # kyſſe at theyʒ laſt 
pattynge with ſo glad chere / that no man that 
ts by / though he be aſtranger can fozbeare wes 
pynge. It pleaſeth me here (and J pꝛay the be 
nat agreucd therwith) to remembꝛe the heupe 
and lamentable ſoupper / whiche was the laſte 
ſoupper / that Margerecte the good virgin / the 
whiche Jloued as ſhe had ben myn owne ſiſters 
had with her parentes and fredes, I was there 
pꝛeſent the ſame tyme / and ſo were manp mo as 
well as J / the whiche the mapden had deſired 
to come thither / to thentent / that by our pꝛocu⸗ 
ration and helpe ſhe myghte opteyne of her fas 
ther / that that ſhe had fruſtratly oz in vapnedes 
ſired of hym. vj, yeres daye befoze / that was to 
gyue her leaue to be annunne, Fo: ſhe had than 
gotten her mothers good wyll. And yet tolaye 
the treuthe / this difficultie of eyther of them / 
dyd nat chaunce of any vice. Foz lyke as they 
were in they: countrey both reputed q ot linage 
with the beſte, euen lo they were in vertue: that 
there was no man but that he did both loue and 
pꝛeyſe them / whichethynge is rathe oz ſeldome 
ſeen in them that be in welthe and felicite: But 
they be fo tender ouer and loue theyz childzen ſo⸗ 
as though they greatly loued them. So we be⸗ 

une to entreate ⁊᷑ perl wade her father, What 

ulde Jmake many wordes : He betngeouers 
tome partly with ſhamelaſtnes / partipe with 
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pyte and compaſſionof his daughter / and parts 
tye with our eggyng, granted her requeſt , But 
than thou ſhuideſt lodapnelp haue ſeen there a 
ryght miſerable ſyghte. The father in collynge 
and kyſſynge of his daughter / beganne ſo to la⸗ 
ment aud wepe / as though lhe ſhuld fozth with 
haue ben layde in her graue. Her mother foz ve⸗ 
ry ſo2owe fell downe decd ina lwounde. Her one⸗ 
ly bzother and her lyſter that was a lyttell elder 
than ſhe / wepynge e crienge out / enbzaced their 
dere ſyſter / and ſapde: By theſe our wepynge 
teares / foz what ſo euer bzotherly and ſyſterly 
pite and tender loue may do / we pꝛay you ſwete 
ſyſter / that pe fozſake vs nat thus pour miſera⸗ 
ble bꝛother and lyſter / leeſt that you beynge but 
one diſtroy vs twayn. The other frendes wept, 
ſome pꝛiuelp, ſome openly/ſome entreated/ſome 
perl waded / and ſome blamed oz rebuked: but 
there was none amonge them all / but that the 
teares ranne from his eycn, Ind we alſo that 
tame to entreate foꝛ the mayde/ were ſo moued / 
what with p wepyngeof other that were there,. 
and with p lamecationof her father from whole 
cies the teares ranne as he had ben a childe / be⸗ 
go lyke wyſe to wepe / p whiche thyng though 
ſap it / beſemed vs nat. pea and it almooſt res 
pented vs /that we had gone ſo farre in the mat⸗ 
ter. What trowe pe dyd the ponge virgin this 
whyle / the whiche coſideryng her ſexe oꝛ kynde / 
her tender age / her lolte nature and bzyngenge 
Wo p/ 


bp / was lo delycate 2 Sapnte Paule hym ſcife 
whi he toke leaue to depart from his bꝛetherne / 
ſhewed that ye was moued with their wepyng / 
though it wore nat greatlp / ſapeng / what do pe 
wepynge and troublynge myne harte? But the 
virgine (all though ſhe was ok a greatte pitie 03 
mekenes to her father ⁊ mother) with her eies 
dꝛye / a mery chere / and Imylynge on her father / 
ſhe layde / that he had no caule to beſo vexed and 
greued / but he oughte rather to reiopce and be 
gladde / as he that had nat loſte his daughter / 
but as he that was ſure to fynde her, the whiche 
ſhulde pꝛape to god foz hym. She alſo endeuou⸗ 
red her ſelle diligttly/ with kyſſynge / pꝛayenge / 
and pꝛatpe exhoꝛtation to eaſe and appeaſe her 
mothers heup harte / and other that were there. 
But all was in vapne: foz they dꝛoue foꝛthe and 
pꝛolonged the ſoupper with lyghynge and (obs 
bynge / wepyage / and complapnyng /tyll it was 
verp late in the nyghte / and except Margarete / 
there was nat one merye amonge them all, 
So olten as they le thele thinges ( fox they muſt 
nedes ſe ſuche thynges other whyle) Jmeane 
theſe felowes / the whiche as J haue ſayde / ben 
all gpuen to bodily pleafure/they Wepe with the 
other / they maruapyle at the ſtoutnelle x ſkregry 
of they: yonge myndes / yea and are aſhamed ot 
thep; owne lofte delycacy, What ſuppole they: 
Deme they thele yeres,theſe mery countinices, 


theſe bodies / and thele ſtomakes / to be ſo ſoone 
enclined 


eficlined,yea fo btterly to ſctnaughtby the pleas 
ſures of the woꝛlde / excepte they founde other / 
that be to them moze leauer 7 wolde they ſo obs 
ſtinately / and with ſo good acozage take theſe 
labours vpon them / it they dydnat knowe very 
well / that they be l wete and pleaſant? So it is 

ood Joyce- ſo hit is playnely ; a thynge that is 

wete and pleaſant to them that be expert ther⸗ 
in / ſemeth lower and harde to them that be vn⸗ 
expert therof, But howe longe ſhall it be er thou 
perſwade theſe felowes to beleue the 7 Foz as 
ſapnt Bernarde ſaythe / they ſe our ctoſſeg / but 
they le nat our vnctions: Truely J wolde they 
had a better mynde / ne were hit that they haue 
a pleaſure frantyckely to erre /Ipke as Argiuus 
dyd / of whom Flaccus ſpebeth. But ſeyng that 
we be nat farre from Þerrour of Irgiue/J wyll 
playnly perſwade the. wolde to god ß Jmyght 
lefully haue my wpſſhe / that lyke as this my 
w2ytynge ſhall come befoze thy ſyghte / that io 
myn affcction myght entre in to thy mp de / that 
is to ſaye / that thou ſhuldeſt be ſo affectioned/ 
whan thou tedeſt it / as J was wha IJ woteit, 
Than here J wold make an ende of mn epiſtil: 
& wolde thynke that IJ neded nat to ſpend manp 
mo woꝛdes to perlt wade the. But parauenture 
bicauſe that. that Jdeſire is fruſtrate oʒ ĩ baine 
and that myn auctoꝛpte is nat ſufficient to pers 
wade pᷣ/ J wyll bꝛynge foꝛth ſaynt Hieronime, 
the whiche by reaſonof his good and holy — 


was a man of great graupte / and by reaſon ot 
his counnpng / a very noble man. J pꝛay the 
tell me mooſt holy man / what boſt thou in this 
Garpe and com foꝛteles deſatte alone all mooſt 
derd toz hunger / ſo lceane Weorinuall watchyngs 
and waſted awaye with lo great labours/ haue 
thou no iocũdite 03 pleſute ot thy lyfe: O / ſayth 
he/ whyle A was in wyldernes / in that greattę 
deſarte- the whiche beinge burned and parched 
with the heate of the ſonne / is but a very coutſe 
and a yarde harbozoughe foz monkes / howeofs 
ten tymes thought J my ſelfe to be amonge the 
delutis and plealures in Bome: And Þtake god 
to wytnefle-that after many. a wepynge teate/ 
and after that J hadlonge loked vpwarde to he 
uen in cotcmplation- me thought many tymes 
that I was amonge a great ſozte of aungellcs/ 
and bi nge gladde ard ioylull. A ſange thus / 
Poſt te in odoꝛe m vngue ntoꝛum tuounm g urte mus, Inp 
imel ot thy ſwete ſauours we wyl ton after the. 
Haſte thou harde good Joyce / what this holy 
man confeſſethe here: Itoude tecyte other to 
wytneſſe the lame / but cither we muſt gyuecres 
de ce to hym oꝛels to no man: Andthis lame ples 
ſure tuety good, deuoute/and wel dilpoſed ſoule 
hath g eniopeth. pet heſydes theſe thyngeg / exe 
tellet lerned me haue another ſpectall pleaſures. 
pts as ofte as they redethe enditynges of molt 
noble wꝛyters / 02 elles whan they them ſelfg 


wirre thynges foz other de a 1 


they reuolue in thep2 mpnde ſuche thynges as 
chep haue tedos . Cyis kynde of pleaſure-is-fo 
vatiadie and Dante / that hit ſhall neuer 
ſeme tedious oi mate the wet y. Foz if they lyſte 
to.dzynke ol che fyzſte tountapnes /than they re⸗ 
ſozte to the bolumeg of the olde and newe teſta⸗ 
ment, A that verito-of it ſelfe honeſtly atayd / 
and hygyted w thelteſhs garment ol — 
doch dellte them / chey rene to ſaynt Hieronyme⸗ 
ſaynt Augui me / laynt Ambzole / Cypꝛiane and 
furheother, Jf thoſe benat eloquent inougg to 

mpnde /and halt a luſte to here ſome chuſten 

cero; fakeand pu; Lactantius Fitmianus in 
fhy boſome. Ind in caſo chat thou canſte be ton⸗ 
tent with leſſe coſtipe apparaple / and ſobze fare / 
than take in thy hande Thomas / Aberte / and 
ſuche lyke bokes; But d thou canſt nat belonge 
——— thyn olde frendes / yet har⸗ 

y vilette thole to / nowe and than amonge / lo 
that it be gueſt wyle xy nat as one ok hon holde. 
Foz among thoſe is ſhe the barboꝛous woman / 
but pet che hath a very honeſt countinante: the 
whiche whan thou haſt rauyſhed a tutte awaye 
her heares and nayles / thou ſhale bf adzabbe 
makehet thy laufull wyfe, Lo / thus thou haſt 
the ſecreteand many bolumes of holy ſcripture, 
chou haſt the monumentis of the holy pꝛophet⸗ 
tes / ol the apoſtils-of they: interpꝛetours / and 
of the doctours-thou halt the wꝛytynges of the 
phnolopherg and portis / the whiche ſhulde = 


be eſchewed of him. that knoweth howe to choſe 
the holſome herbes amonge thole that are ve⸗ 
nomous. Tell me / hat tyme thou att conuer⸗ 
lant amõge thele thynges / quieti at reſt inthy 
ſtudpe / and at thyne owne libertie / boyde of all 
care and trouble / dothe hit nat ſeme that thou 
dwelleſt in a paradiſe of all delites ⁊ pleaſures? 
what place can be tedious / where ſo grete varis 
ete is; what thynge is here / that is nat full ot 
pleaſure: Howe gladſomely growe p faire feldis 
and medowes : Howe pleaſantly luſtreth oz ſhes 
weth the freſhe grene graſſe, depeynted with dy⸗ 
uers colours of flowers: Juß place growethe 
the beautyfull redde roſe-there ſpꝛynge p lylyes 
as white as any ſnowe / there bethe bankesof 
the luſtp purpull violettes /there groweth the 
bꝛomne tyme / that ſmellethe ſo l Wetelpe. oz 
there wantethe no fapze woodes / with bzode 
hangpnge bowes and bꝛanches / that maketh a 
ryghte delectable ſhadowe / wherm we map de⸗ 
fende vs from the feruente heate ok the dape. 
Farther / what nombze of trees be there / that 
beare frute nat only delicious in taſte / but (whi⸗ 
che is moze) ver ye holſome to eate? Ind verye 
nere there vnto runneth the clete chziſtallinerys 
uer / that maketh a doulce mourmour 02 nopſe 
in runnynge/ the Whiche watreth and moyſteth 
all to gether. This mooſt depe rpuer/J ſay-the 
whiche the pꝛophet maruaplyngeat can nat be 
ouer come. Within thele . * 
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thou mayſte toome and wander to and fro / pea 
J may ſaythou maiſt wantoniy ſpozte and play 


the as olte as thou wylte. What Ike pleatute 
is in your daunſinges / in your tauernes and ale 
houſes / and in pour bathes 02 hotte houſes : 
To theſe thynges good Joyce / I call the / as he 
that is RET lerned and ſtudious. pea J 


delirethe/as — pectall and dere frede, td come 
vnto thele plealares. Is there any thynge bes 
hynde / that may tarye the in the woꝛlde / dz elg 
make the afraide to come to vs 7 Thou halt well 
vaderſtande / howe moztall / Howe bytter / and 
howe lower the lewde luſtes oz falſe enticemẽtis 
ol the woꝛlde be: the whiche (as Seneca ſaithj) 
enbꝛace and clyppe bs/to thende that thep may 
ſtrangle oz ſhoke vs. Thou haſte alſo harde / 
ho we lyttell goodnelle is in the wozldly rpches;z 
and howe vnſtedfaſte and diſceyuable they be. 
And as I ſuppoſe, hit is ſuffictentiy ſhewed, in 
to what calampties and myſeries the wopldely 
honours do heedlynge ouerthzowe a man. 
Farthermoze, hit hath ben declared, howe vn⸗ 
treatable the neceſſitie of Dethe is. Finally, 
IJ haue temembꝛed vnto the, howe kull ok peril 
and daunger this lyfe is: and vnto what gres 
uous and peynefull labours hit is ſubiecte. 
Go nowe and queſtenne with thy ſelfe, whether 
thou haddeſt leauer ſtycke ſtyll in theſeyuels, oꝛ 
elles thꝛowe them awap / and klee hyther. Ind 
contrary to theſe thynges, haſte thon 2 
4 at 


what ſure truſte is in religion? Ind pet foz al; 
thou fleeſt nat thyther Doſte thou pet (tapes 
doſte thou pet take deltberation / doſte thou pet 
pꝛolonge fozthe the tyme: Leaue to the Egyp⸗ 
ctons they} pottis of fleſhe, that thou mapſte be 
ledde with manna in the wyldernelle. But thou 
ſayſte, hit is a hatdethyng to be dꝛawen awape 
from theyꝛ companye,that a man mooſte derely 
loueth / and to ouercome the affections of frens 
des. Jpe good Joyce, thou calleſt hit a harde 
thynge / take hede that thou be nat rather ten⸗ 
der and ſofte. Beware leſt yonge childzen boyes 
and mapdes, to whome this matter dothe ſeme 
nothynge harde. cocke vp agapuſt the and (aye 
theſc wozdes ; Sapeſt that thou arte vnable to 
do that that we can away with: Why haſt thou 
a berde: Why arte thou called a man: What as 
uaple thy peres ot age ? And Wherfoze ſerueth 
thy erudition and lernynge: Thynke nat. that 
any thynge is moze fooe 02 ennemp tothe, than 
ſuche fcendes / the whichelabourtolctte oz hyn 
dꝛe thy helthe! The whiche frendes / ik errour 
be cauſe ot they: offence, 02 cls dote in loue / doſt 
thou deſyꝛe to doote with them: Oꝛ it by ſadde 
adupſe- and pꝛudently pondꝛynge the matter / 
they let and hyndꝛethe / foz what maner of fren⸗ 
des wylt thou deme them / whan they couet nat 
it that is belt foz the? But thau layſt to leade an 
gungels lle, and liue in the fleſhe paſſeth mans 
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what libertie, what quiete, what pleaſure, and 


power, Fynally / whana man can watlyueaf; 
ter his owne faſhion. but muſe do euery thynge 
as an other ſhallcommaunde hym / ozels to be 
ledde after the luſte and pleaſure of another, is 
ſooner layd than done. Truely J wyll nat deny 
this thynge, foz Jam nat ignozant that mans 
lyfe on erthe is a warfare, But if there be any 
grefe oꝛ difficultie in a matter, that one goth in 
hande with, hit is wonte moſte commonly to be 
in the entraunte oꝛ begynnynge, the whiche pf 
thou mayſte ones ſtoutely bzeake 02 ouercome. 
thou haſte ſcaped: Hit is longe ago commonly 
ſapde: He hath atcheued halle his Warke oz bu⸗ 
ſpnes, that hath begtine aright. But truely he 
that dothe well begynne here, dothe well nere 
make an ende. But the fyꝛſte entrance abaſheth 
the. J knowe howe to delyver the of this feare⸗ 
fulneſſe. It hit greue thy mynde to be plucked 
away from the pleaſures of the wozlde/remems 
bzeinwardely the eternall delectations and ple⸗ 
ſures, It᷑ religion ſeme gteuous and peyntul to 
the, haue aà reſpecte to the papnes euerlaſtyng. 
No punyſhment ſhuld be greuous vnto p /wher 
by thou mapſt auoyde euerlaſipng paynes : noꝛ 
foz no pleaſure here to foꝛgo the celeſtial pleſure. 
Fynally- nothynge ſhall be harde / that one wyl⸗ 
lyngly wyll do: Hoꝛ doubte nat but thou ſhalte 
bꝛing wel to paſſe / what ſoeuer thou goſt about 

o that Chʒyſte be helpynge ther vnto. How 
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Howe one ought to entre in to rel 
gion with good deliberation and e 
aduilement. The. xij.and 
laſte Chapter, 


a we the well ere truſſe vp 
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"all ic Ny Pare thy ſelfredy, as though thou 
woldec in al the haſt flee vnto vs, 
VnVBut tothe ende that thou ſhuldeſt 
nat be to haſty / J wyll bꝛetely gyue the monitiõ 
02 warnynge befoze hande / leſt it ſhulde happen 
vnto the as hit doth to manynowe a dapes / the 
whiche repente them that they Wente in to reli⸗ 
gion foꝛ this cauſe / that they as hit were in to a 
depe pytte / that one can nat get out ot᷑ / went nat 
ſoftely and aduiſedly downe / but lepte euen at al 
aduentures. No man is tcõſtrayned to Chꝛiſtis 
pꝛofeſſion / but no man may teturne oz go fro it: 
foz without hit there is no hope of ſaluation. 
But in other inſtitutions and oꝛders of the lyfe⸗ 
the whiche foz a tyme men haue inuented / bys 
cauſe of 8 great varietie that is in mens bodies 
and myndes / and ſo greattealteration of all hu⸗ 
mapne thynges / perauenture it were nat expe⸗ 
dient / lo to bynde any man / that it ſhulde nat be 
lekull foz hym to go backe / lo that the chaunge 
make and be moze fox his ſoule helthe / that chas 
geth, But ſeinge that they wyll haue hit other 


wyſe / by whole arbitrement the wozlde is go⸗ 
uerned / 


uerned / this buſpnes ſhulde be taken on hande 
mozecircumſpectly the whiche thinge ones ens 
tred and pꝛoleſſed, can nat be chãged oz tcuoked, 
at his libertie / that entreth therin, The mo⸗ 
naſteries in olde tyme were none other thynge / 
but certapne ſolitarie places of good and vertuz 
ous men: the whiche epther toꝛ grefe and wetp⸗ 
neſſe ot the volupties and vyces / with the whis 
che inthole dapes the lyte of moztall creatures 
waß tontaminate and defiled: fozatthat ſeaſon 
the Chꝛpſten pcopleand the paynyms lyuedde 
myngled to gether; ozcls beynge agreued wit 
the cruclteof perfecution-they foꝛſoke theeitees 
and townes,+ withdzewe them ſclfe in to moun⸗ 
taynes withont wapes / where they ledde a lyle 
angclicall. Thepꝛ apparayleoz clothynge was 
p002e and lyttell wozthe / thepꝛ fate was ſhlen⸗ 
der / ſuche as lyghtly they myſſed nat to fynde 
in euerp place / wherWith they ſpente awayeall 
thepꝛ tyme eythet in lyngynge ok holy pmmes, 
02 in holp redynge / oz in heuenlp talkynges / 03 
i deuoute pꝛapcs / oz in dedes of charyte, wher⸗ 
with they refrellhed the ſycke and wayfarynge 
folkes-02 elles in inocent wozkeg / with the whi⸗ 
che they holpe and ſurcourcdthe indygente and 
nedy, Noꝛ a monke was none other thynge 
than a pute Chꝛʒyſten man. Moꝛ a monaũ er 
was none other thynge / than a flocke oz a tom⸗ 
panpe / the whiche had conſpyꝛed oz conſented to 
gether / to folowe the mooſte pute doctryne of 
1 Chꝛoſte. 


Chꝛyſte. There was no ſouera ne commaun⸗ 
dement: cucry man gladly and with good wyll, 
yea and that quyckely dpdde thepꝛ duetie / and 
they had than moze nede to be refrayned than 
p2ycked fozwarde, They: extreme punpſhe⸗ 
ment was a frendiy and a bꝛot hetly cozrection, 
Howe many monaſteryes be inthe myddes of 
the wozlde / no2 they be noone other Wyſe out ot 
the wozide / than the teynes be out of a mans 
body. In the whiche the diſcipline of teligion 
dothe flourylſhe in ſuche a wple / that they be 
none other thynge than Scholes of imppyette. 
To whome the tptle and habpte ot religion ſer⸗ 
ueth fo: none other purpole / than that it ſhulde 
be letull foz them without punyſſhemente to do 
what euer they lyſt. And vnto them / to whoſe 
— — the wozlde wolde nat commytte thepz 
chyns / the buſpneſſe of the churche is delp⸗ 
uered. And trewely amonge theſe thynges / 
wherin the diſcipline ok religion doth flouryſhe / 
there is ſome difference. ome inſtitution oʒ 
oꝛder ok the lyle is moze meter foz ſome one man 
than foz ſome other. And therfoze it behoueth 
the fpꝛſt to ſerche and make a pꝛofe of thy ſelfe / 
and whan thou knoweſt what thou maiſt away 
with / than with good adupſement / chole an oz⸗ 
der ok lyupnge that is nat vnknowen vnto the / 
actoʒdynge to Sapnte Paules ſapenge / Pꝛoue 
all thynges / and holde the vnto that / that is 
good, Manp one entreth in to religion foz none 
| O other 


other entente / but tolyue moze cotttmodyouſly 
at they? pleaſure / myndynge moze the bealye 
thanthe ſoule , Ind ſotholethat verp indigence 
and nede tolyue honeſtly in the woꝛlde / ſhulde 
haue induced to vle frugalitie-to haue ben dyly⸗ 
gent. and induſtrious. in monaſteries they gyue 
them elfe to ſleuthe and luxure. Ind thole that 
were in the wozlde very pooze and of lowe des 
gree / vnder the pꝛofeſſion of pouertie they imi⸗ 
tate and folowe the pompe, the lumptuouſnes, 
and ſtately arayeof pꝛynces and great loʒdes. 
And thoſe that ſhulde haue bene tontented with 
one wple / and haue ſuffered the intommodities 
and grefes of Matrimonp / nowe frely aud with 
good leaue / they walowe in euery kynde of ſtus 
pꝛe oʒ carnali luſte. Ind thoſe that afozetymo 
the feare ok the lawes and gouernours / dyd res 
ſtrayne from doynge ot yuell and ſynfull dedes / 
as exẽpted from the iurildiction ofthe biſhoppe, 
and ok the rulers of the common welche / they 
haue a moze libertie to ſynne and offende, o 
that by feyned pꝛokeſlion of pouertie / they flee 
pouertie: by feyned p2ofeſſion of chaſtite / they 
pꝛouide foz theyz carnall luſt: and by fepned pꝛo⸗ 
feſſtonof obedience / they fynde the meane / that 
they wyll be conſtrayned to obey no man, 
Farther moꝛe / there be other / the whiche by 
ſomechaunce were dꝛiurn to this maner of life: 
One bicaule he goude nat optepne the fauour ol 
ſome mapde / that he vehemently 2 0s 
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ther bicauſe he was ſtryken with great feare in 
the tyme ol atempcſte / of a ſickeneſſe / oz of an 
other peryll / he made ſuche a vowe, Some be 
dzawen to rchigion by one that hath bene afoze 
tyme they: derely belouedcompanyon, Some 
with ſhamefull cggyngcs / as hit were buguls 
be.dzawen in to the ditche by the noſtrils, 

Some allo be truſte in to religion by theyꝛ vn⸗ 
kynde and vngentpll patentis : oz elles by thepz 
tutours / to the entent to be caſcd-of they? coſte 
and chat ge: they mooſt ſpeciallpy lay awapte to 
atttappe and diſceyue the ſymple pouthe / the 
whiche is verye caſye to begple. But J wolde 
counſaple the clene contrarpe / that rude and ig⸗ 
nozant youth ſhulde nat be wzapped in an inſti 
tution, out otthe whiche they can nat be dzawen 
backe agayne. One ought to be a chʒiſten man 
betymes / and a monke at leiſer / howe be hit he 
is a monke at the ful / who ſo cuer be a pure chzt/ 
ſten man. Noz there be nat a fewe / the whiche 
be ledde to religion by ſuperſtition / 02 elles by 
foliſheneg / the whiche beynge ignoꝛant in what 
thynge the very religion reũethe / leme as they 
thynke them ſclfe / gaye monkes / il they weare 
a gy2dyll oz a hoode, And ther ſoze thou ſhuldeſt 
matuaple neuer a deale / thoughe thou le them 
mozelewde and wycked after they haue pꝛokel⸗ 
led religion / than they were befoze, Thus myn 
owne good Jopte / whan thou haſte gotte the 
knowlege and mn — 

ij. tu 


teue religion is / after thou halte aſfayed//thp 
Wpytte / thy bodye / and thy mynde / and whan 
thou haſt ſpyed out a kynde of lyuynge mete loꝛ 
thy purpoſe: and whan thou haſte ſounde out a 
elo weſhyppe/the whiche all to gether with one 
aſſente / haue fullye determyned theyz myndeg 
to lyue after Chꝛiſte:than gette the thithet. 
But loke that thou leaue all couetouſnes of this 
woꝛlde at home: foz other wyſe it were frultrate 
02 a thynge in vapne to fozlake che wozlde / if 
thou ſhuldeſt carpe the wozlde with the into the 
ſame monaſterie. Carpe no maner ok delecta⸗ 
tions of Jegypte with the / ik thou wylte ſpede 
the to the lande that floweth oz aboundeth with 
mylke and hony. Many thynke them ſelke the 
- berye folowers of ſaynt Antony / and of ſaynt 
Paule / ik they haunte no dꝛabbes /noz vle no 
daunſynge / noz wyll nat be dꝛonken / thoughe 
they with in loꝛthe be all to mopſted oꝛ ſpꝛincled 
with hatred / enuie / detraction / poyſonfull wozs 
des / and are pꝛoude and ſtately of conditiong / 
frowarde / and vntreatable / and are louers of 
them ſelke: and fo2 theyꝛ wynnynge and aduan⸗ 
tage they openly flatter great pꝛinces: and wits 
tyngly and of a fozecaſte they ſuffrethe glozp of 
Chziſte to be oblcured and blotted out-to thende 
that they maye p2ocure they? owne glozye, 
Jncelte/that is to ſay carnal copulation vtterly 
pꝛohibited oz foule polucion is aſklaunderous 
crime / and yet Jtrowe they be nat clere - —1 
ices; 


- " ble? but this flatterpe paſſethe an hundzed 
ſtis / and the miſchiele therof ſpꝛedeth moſte 
largely ouer all mankynde. Nowe pauenture 
thou wylte lape to me / that all monaſteries dil⸗ 
pleaſe the: no there can be founde no where a 
locke / that hath with pure myndes conſented 
to lyue after Chʒiſte. But pet loke that thou ſo 
leaue and fozſake the wozlde / that thou mayſte 
accompany thy ſelfe with who lo euer be mooſte 
innocente: and repute thy ſelfe to be in a monaſ⸗ 
tery / where ſo euer thou be conuerſant amonge 
them / that loue trouth / pure chaſtite / ſobzenes / 
and temperance / and do both in wozde and dede 
xpꝛeſſe the ſame. Noz thou ſhuldeſt nat thpke, 
that there wanteth any thynge foz the to vowe / 

ik thou accomplylhe and fulfyll the vowe that 
thou madeſt to Chꝛiſte at thy chziſtenyng, Nox 
thou ſhuldeſt nat deſy2e the habite of the white 
frere oz elles of the blacke / ik thou obſerue and 
kepe clene vndefiled / the fayze whyte veſtureoz 
. garmetthat was delpuered to the in baptilme, 
Noz be nat dyſpleaſed with thy ſelfe / thoughe 
thou be nat of p flocke ot blacke friers oz white, 
ſo pᷣ thou beof the flocke of true Chꝛiſtẽ people. 
' (Thus farewell mpn owne good Joyce, 
¶ Finis. 
C Impꝛinted at London in Fleteſtrete / in the 
houſe of Thomas Berthelet / pzynter to the 
kynges moſt noble grace. Ind be to ſell in 
Poules churchyarde, Cum pꝛiuiſegio + 
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